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“  The  letter;”  “  the  forged  let¬ 
ter  “  THE  INFAMOUS  FABRICATION.” - 

“  Our  anriics  sjvore  terrihly  in  Flanders 
bu(  not  with  half  tlie  wrath  with  which 
tliis  unlucky  letter  is  scoliled.  I  have 
abstained  from  publishing  it,  not  because 
it  very  much  outrages  any  belief  of  my 
own  on  the  subject  of  French  inllucnce, 
or  French  corruption ;  hut  Ix-cause  my 
peculiar  situation  rendered  it  improper 
that  I  should  be  among  the  first  to  dis¬ 
seminate  it.  In  fact,  my  F,xaminer,  be¬ 
ing  rather  a  book  of  record,  than  of  inlelli- 
gauc,  there  is  no  need  of  much  haste.  In 
due  time,  however,  the  letter  may  apjiear. 
It  is  certainly  a  dreadful  letter;  it  con¬ 
tains  a  horrid  accusation;  and  if  the  ac¬ 
cusation  be  true,  and  noboily  can  tell  but 
it  is,  certain  senators  ought  to  be  hungup, 
high  and  dry.  If  the  reader  is  anxious  to 
know  what  all  this  is  about,  I  can  only 
answer  him,  that  I  dare  not  tell — yet. — 
But  there  are  direct  accusations  of  cor¬ 
ruption  ami  bribery;  and  against  good 
republicans  too,  patriots,  war  hawks ; — 
against  men  who  have  talked  about  to- 
ries,  and  British  partisans,  with  as  much 
impudcnf^e  as  the  most  idiotic  or  impu¬ 
dent  of  the  French  party — tluU  was.  1 
dare  not  publish  the  letter  now,  because 
it  is  a  libel ;  that  is,  it  would  be  a  libel  if 
it  could  not  be  proved  true,  or  if  the  mo¬ 
tive  for  the  publication  should  not  appear 
to  be  a  proper  one.  But  the  fact  is,  that 
Mmeboily  now  in  France,  and  an  Ameri¬ 
can  too,  says,  that  “  a  gentleman,  employed 
m  tke  office  of foreign  affairs”  has  seen,  in 
oneof  Bonaparte’s  books,  a  list  of  the  names 
of  certain  United  States  senators — who — 


were — were — what  word  shall  I  use  to  be' 
safe — who  were — imhtced — aye — that  will 
do— induced  to  vote  for  the  present  war  t 
Major  Russell,  editor  of  the  Boston  Cen- 
tinel,  a  very  respectable  man,  says  he  ha# 
seen  the  letter;  that  he  knows  the  writer  ; 
and  knows  him  worthy  of  credit.  Amt 
what  does  the  letter  say  ?  N.iy,  gentle 
reader,  there  I  must  be  excused.  1  tell 
you  again,  it  would  be  a  libel,  if  I  were  to 
inform  you  what  cruel  things  are  said  of 
certain  senators,  as  to  the  inducements 
they  received  from  Nc^leon's  minister- 
SerrurUr,  to  declare  war.  : 

“  I  should  do  Bratus  wrong,  and  Cassius  wrong. 
Who  you  all  know  are  honourable  reen : 

I  will  not  do  them  wrong ;  I  rather  choose 

To  wrong - myself  and  you. 

Than  I  will  wrong  such  17^  honourable  men.’’ 

“  But  there’s  a  parchment” — a  letter — 
and  that’s  the  letter  which  I  am  afraid  to 
publish ;  not  exactly  because  I  disbelieve 
its  contents,  but  because  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  be  able  to  prove  them  true. 
But  Major  Russell  has  published  it  in  his 
Columbian  Centinel,  Lang  and  Turner  in 
the  New- York  Gazette,  and  Mr.  Coleman 
in  the  Evening  Post ;  so  that  if  any  body 
is  very  curious  to  see  it,  they  can  go  to 
thes?  papers  for  it.  But  it  is  a  cutting,  a 
cruel  letter.  And  if  it  be  indeed  true, 
that  jBonaparte  has  kept  his  private  ac¬ 
counts,  of  secret  service  money,  in  the 
loose  and  unguarded  ivay,  which  the  let¬ 
ter  indicates,  he  must  have  been  a  very 
careless  fellow,  and  his  American  friends 
have  certainly  great  reason  to  find  fault 
with  him. 

The  National  Advocate  is,  of  course, 
extremely  wrolh  on  the  occasion,  and  in¬ 
sists  on  prosecutions,  not  only  against 
the  original  publisher,  but  against  every 
republishcr,  let  the  number  be  ever  so 
great;  and  especially  recommetuls  the 
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milyeo.l  to  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States.  Hut  in  behalf  of  that 
gentleman,  somchodif  has  appeared  in  the 
Advocate  of  the  16th,  declining  the  em¬ 
ployment,  under  the  pretence  that  the 
olfrnce  is  not  cognizable  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  there  being  no  statute 
declaring  a  libel  punishable  in  them;  and 
that  it  “can  only  be  prosecuted  and 
puuished^in  the  state  courts  !”  Now 
tliere  would  be  no  difficulty  in  this  matter, 
had  the  act,  usually  called  the  sedition 
law,  been  in  force.  Hut  as  things  have 
been  ordered  by  that  same  junto  of  |>oliti- 
cians,  who  lately  surrendered  the  capital 
of  the  United  States  to  the  enemy,  the 
federal  government,  or  any  branch  of  it, 
may  be  vilified  and  libelled  with  impuni¬ 
ty,  unless  the  state  courts  can  be  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  to  interpose  their  authority.  To 
punish  defamers  and  libellers  and  liars,  is 
not  one  of  the  powers  of  the  sovereign  in¬ 
dependent  government  of  the'  United 
States !  Among  other  vagaries  of  mad 
democracy,  it  was  some  twelve  years  ago 
decided  to  be  unconslilutimial  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States’  government  to  claim  the  power 
to  punish  those  who  wilfully  published 
falsehoods  concerning  it.  'I'hc  sedition 
law  indeed  had  given  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  the  power  to  try  and  punish 
those  who  published  such  falsehoods ;  and 
although  it  allowed  the  accused  party  (he 
right,  at  the  same  time,  to  prcive,  if  he 
could,  the  truth  of  what  he  had  piihlished ; 
yet  this  was  tyranny  in  *98  and  ’99 !  And 
now  ,  when  the  patriotic  editors  of  demo¬ 
cratic  journals  call  down  punishment  on 
libellers,  there  is  no  tribunal  to  inflict  it, 
but  the  state  courts — at  least  if  we  are  to 
believe  the  Advocate  correspondent. 

But  the  letter — Major  Russell  says  he 
saw  it — knows  who  wrote  it — and  by  pulv 
lishing  it,  certainly  avows  his  belief  of  its 
truth.  That  looks  “  confmitukd  sIluaJlj/” 

And  can  it  be,  after  all,  that  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war  w  as  procured  in  this  way  ? 
AUbat,  by  — — ?  By  wbat  ?  cries 


the  reader.  Aye,  that’s  the  very  question 
I  dare  not  answer. 

But  I  can  tell. you  reader,  what  Mr. 
Holt  and  Mr.  Wheaton,  those  eager 
champions  of  administration,  say  about  it, 
because  it  is  certainly  no  libel  to  repub¬ 
lish  a  vindication  of  the  administration. 

From  the  Columbian  qf  Sept.  13. 

“  important  letter."  A  miserably  sta- 
pid  and  iimlignaiit  pnaliirtioii.  called  a  letter 
iroin  Paris,  has  nppi'arcd  in  the  Boston  Cen- 
tinel,  and  is  stated  by  the  editor.  Major  Bus¬ 
sell,  to  have  )>ern  faith  fully  copied  from  the 
original,  written  by  an  .4ineriean  gentleman 
in  that  capital.  This  bungling  fabricator, 
among  other  stuff  of  a  similar  kind,  says  : 

“  It  is  very  well  knowu  by  every  one  hero 
who  has  connexion  with  the  government,  that 
it  was  by  bribery  that  the  vote  for  the  war  was 
obtaineil.  A  gentleman  em|doyed  in  tlic  oftice 
of  foreign  affairs,  told  me  that  lie  saw  on  the 
lH)oks  the  names  of  the  senutbrs  bribed,  and  the 
sums  paid  each  of  them  by  Serrurier.  I  hope 
in  a  short  time  to  Ire  able  to  procure  a  copy  of 
it,  to  send  to  yon.  The  country  was  sold  by 
.trinstrong  before  he  left  Paris,  and  the  war 
was  decided  upon  ;  and  in  consequence  he 
was  made  secretary  of  war,  tlir  better  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  dialfoliral  system.” 

We  have  only  to  say  of  this,  that  no  man  of 
common  sense  ran  one  moment  suppose  the 
letter  entitled  to  the  least  credit ;  and  no  one 
of  common  honesty  would  presume  to  obtrude 
it  u|ioii  the  public  for  any  thing  but  a  forgery, 
an  imposition,  or  in  good  iiatnrcd  newspaper 
phrase,  a  hoeu',  of  which  the  anti-American 
zeal  of  Mr.  Russell  has  made  him  the  dupe. 
We  suspect  Mr.  Serriiricr  will  be  entitled  to 
something  more  than  an  humble  apology  from 
the  major  and  bis  copyists,  for  the  use  they 
have  made  of  his  name. 

From  the  Natiotial  Advocate. 

Forced  Letter. 

A  scoundrel  letter  has  been  going  the 
rounds  of  the  federal  papers,  iimjuestioned 
and  iincontradicted,  which,  we  hope,  will  he 
noticed  in  the  manner  which  it  deserves,  to 
wit:  by  an  information  from  the  United 
States’  attorney,  and  a  consequent  indict¬ 
ment  for  a  gross  and  infamous  libel.  It  first 
apiicared  iu  the  Boston  Centinel,  a  paper  so 
notoriously  devoted  to  the  enemy,  that  every 
man  is  authorized  to  believe  the  letter  is  a 
rank  forgery  of  the  editor  himself,  and  that 
he  never  saw  it  in  any  other  hand  writing  but 
bis  own. 

A  morning  paper  of  this  city,  whose  editor 
endeavours  to  make  amends  for  liis  own  emas¬ 
culated  impoteiicy,  by  borrowing  every  thing 
indiscriminately  from  the  most  abusive  of  his 
fellows,  ropico  tliis  letter  from  the  Centinel. 
This  foolitJi  meddliug  creature,  did  not  knoiv 
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that  he  satijccted  hiimelf  to  a  public  prose¬ 
cution  for  his  pains;  and,  either  supposed, 
that  his  Mtter  insignificance  would  protect  him 
rmin  notice,  or,  that  Ion;;  impunity  had  given 
him  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  publication  of 
Hes,  as  well  as  the  exercise  of  impertinence. 

The  letter  is  dated  Paris,  May  the  20th, 
1814,  and  contains  the  following  paragrapli  : 
“  It  is  very  well  known  by  every  one  liere, 
who  has  connexion  with  the  government,  tliat 
it  was  by  bribery  that  the  vote  for  war  was 
obtained.  A  gentleman  employed  in  tlie  of¬ 
fice  of  foreign  aflairs,  told  me,  tliat  lie  saw  on 
the  hooks,  the  names  of  the  senators  bribed, 
and  the  sums  paid  each  of  tliem  by  Sernirier. 

1  liope  in  a  short  time  to  procure  a  copy  to 
send  to  yon.” 

Here  is  a  direct  and  circumstantial  charge 
ma  le  against  the  highest  brancli  of  our  nation¬ 
al  legislature,  connected  witli  facts  and  docu¬ 
ments.  Tliis  cliarge  ought  to  be  investigated, 
and  the  most  eficctiial  way  of  doing  it,  is  to 
prosecute  the  first,  second,  third,  down  to  the 
hundretli  publi.sber,  and  let  them  give  the 
truth  in  evidence.  Let  the  editor  of  the  Cen- 
tinel,  if  he  can,  produce  the  original  letter — let 
the  author,  if  any  author  there  be,  come  for¬ 
ward  and  substantiate  the  truth — and  let  the 
tnilty  be  punished,  let  them  be  who  they  may. 
TTie  people  of  the  United  States  have  a  right 
to  demand  the  punishment  of  wretches,  who 
thus  indulge  their  outrageous  party  feelings,  by 
attempting  to  tiiroiv  a  black  and  iudolible 
Stain  iifion  our  nation,  by  cliargiiig  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  a  body  picked  fmm  the 
whole  people,  and  inseparably  connected  with 
(Hil>aational  reputatiuu,  with  the  blackest  and 
most  detestable  crime  to  bo  foiinl  in  tbo 
whole  catalogue  of  legislative  ennrmities — tlie 
crime  of  phuigiug  their  country  into  a  war, 
■ot  from  a  source  of  injury  or  insult,  but  for 
the  dirty  consideration  of  money. 

It  is  time,  and  doubly  time,  to  look  to  those 
offenders  who.  under  cover  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  indulge  in  falsehoods  that  strike  at 
the  very  heart  of  our  cliararter  as  a  people, 
and  give  onr  enemies  food  for  ribaldry  and 
abuse.  The  people,  themselves,  demand  that 
an  example  should  now  be  made,  which  shall 
Stand  as  a  memorial  to  warn  these  assassiaus 
of  their  country’s  good  name  to  confine  them¬ 
selves  to  vague  and  general  invective.  It  is 
the  province  of  falsehood  and  fraud  to  deal  in 
loose  generalties  ;  and  so  far  they  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  tolerated.  But  when  tliey  have 
the  hardihood  to  come  forward  with  specific 
charges  against  a  branch  of  the  government  ; 
charges  involving  its  character  as  a  whole  bo¬ 
dy  of  distinguished  public  men  ;  regard  to  the 
honour  of  the  country  ;  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people ;  to  the  character  of  our  rulers,  and  to 
the  interests  of  truth  and  justice,  demands 
that  they  should  be  put  to  the  proof. 

We,  therefore,  call  upon  the  proper  officer ; 
upon  the  proper  guardians  of  the  liberty  of 
♦he  press,  which  is  inseparably  connected 


with  tnith  and  justice,  to  do  their  duty,  on 
this  occasion,  by  instituting  a  legal  inquiry, 
which  will  lead  to  the  puni^meut  of  those  ca¬ 
lumniators.  U. 

About  that  same  declaration  of  war, 
there  Wtis,  among  a  thousand  others,  ono 
thing,  which  certainly  was  very  strange, 
inexplicably  mysterious.  What  I  am 
about  to  say  would  belong  mote  properly 
to  the  general  subject  of  Fretichfnjlueiue  ; 
but  1  shall  venture  to  give  it  here. 

The  df.claratio.n  of  war. — In  No¬ 
vember,  1800,  Bonnparte  issued  his  Ber¬ 
lin  decree,  by  which  he  subjected  to  con¬ 
fiscation  all  American  vessels  detected  in 
the  criminal  act  of-trading  with  Great- 
Britain.  Against  this  decree,  vve  have  no 
evidence  that  the  American  cabinet  ever 
remonstrated  with  him.  But  the  British 
cabinet  remonstrated  with  ours ;  they 
gave  ours  notice,  that  of  three  things,  one 
would  certainly  happen:  either  Bonaparte 
must  rescind  1  his  decree ;  or,  the  United 
States  mast  pledge  themselves  to  resist  it ; 
or,  lhat  they  (the  British)  would  retaliate 
upon  the  French  emperor,  the  evils  of  his 
own  injiisiicc  ;  that  is,  as  Bonaparte  had 
issued  decrees  by  which  Americans  were 
forbidden  to  trade  wit  b  the  English,  England 
would  issue  orders  by  which  they  should 
be  forbidden  to  trade  with  the  French  do¬ 
minions.  In  her  expectation  as  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  France  and  the  United  States, 
Great-Britain  was  disappointed.  For 
France  did  not  rescind  the  decree;  and 
the  then  president  of  the  United  States,  so 
far  from  even  intimating  that  the  United 
States  would  resist  it,  if  acted  upon,  refu¬ 
sed  to  lay  the  treaty,  then  recently  nego¬ 
tiated,  before  the  sgaate,  liecause  this  im¬ 
pudent  declaration  of  the  British  cabinet 
was  attached  to  it !  And  when  our  am¬ 
bassador  in  England  was  again  and  again 
applied  to  on  the  subject,  he  was  instruct¬ 
ed  to  laugh  at  Mr.  Canning,  and  to  telA 
him  that  his  uneasiness  was  all  very  ridi^ 
culous,  for  cerles,  (hat  good  gentleman 
Napoleon  liad  only  i*si?fd  the  proclamn*- 
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tion  in  a  Joke,  ami  never  intended  to  car¬ 
ry  it  into  execution.  Accortlingly  about 
a  year  after  the  Berlin  decree  was  issuetl, 
directing  the  confiscation  of  all  our  trade 
hound  to  England,  came  out  the  English 
orders  in  council,  directing  the  confisca¬ 
tion  of  all  our  trade  bound  to  France.', 


the  embargo  and  non-intercotirse  nilsnti> 
derstanding  with  Oreat-Britain.  In  tSOO" 
then  we  were  to  have  peace,  and  inter¬ 
course,  and  commerce,  and  friendship 
with  Great-Britain  without  any  arrange¬ 
ment  whatsoever  concerning  “  sailors’ 
rights.”  Nay,  so  far  from  insisting  on 


And  our  trade  has  ever  since  been  a  state 
of  pretty  permanent  confiscation,  when¬ 
ever  and  whereever  it  could  be  caught. 
Our  poor  merchants,  however  ingenious, 
were  not  a  match  for  three  such  powers, 
as  England,  France,  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.  Madison  tried  embargo,  and  non-in- 
ttreourse,  and  embargo  again,  all  to  no 
pur|)Ose,  except  to  ruiu  the  merchants  and 
destroy  our  country.  Neither  France 
nor  England  would  desist.  It  did  howe¬ 
ver  so  happen  that  an  arrangement  was, 
during  this  interval,  once  made  with  Mr. 
Erskiue.  By  that  arrangement,  repara¬ 
tion  was  promised  to  be  made  for  the  at 
tack  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  orders 
in  council  agreed  to  be  withdrawn ;  and 
in  consequence  of  these  stipulations,  and 
these  alone,  our  embargoes  and  non-iater- 
course  against  Great-Brilain  were  to 
cease.  If  this  single  circumstance  had 
been  more  attende<I  to  than  it  has  been,  it 
would  always  have  been  much  easier  than 
we  have  found  it,  to  estimate  the  true 
character  of  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
of  the  motives  in  which  it  originated.  If 
it  were  even  now  attended  to,  we  should 
Ite  satisfied  that  all  the  clamour  we  have 
heard  about  impressments,  under  the  im¬ 
posing  and  beguiling  phrase  of  “  sailors' 
rights,”  was  mere  aflectation ;  and  has 
been  resorted  to  simply  because  there  was 
no  other  pretence,  upon  which  to  hang  a 
justification  of  the  war.  For  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement  with  Mr.  Erskinc,  there  was 
not  a  single  stipulation  concerning  im¬ 
pressments.  All  the  questions  relating  to 
that  topic  were  to  remain  as  before ;  they 
being,  at  that  time,  deemed  so  unimportant 
as  not  to  warrant  a  continuance  of  even 


any  stipulation  in  this  resjiect,  Mr.  Madi¬ 
son  had,  in  an  informal  way  by  the  bye, 
promised  Mr.  Erskine,  that  if  the  British 
should  repeal  the  orders  in  council,  he 
would  keep  the  enibai^o«n  against  France. 
Such  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Madison  in 
relation  to  sailors’  rights  in  1 800 ;  and  be¬ 
hold,  in  1812  these  same  sailors’  rights 
are  the  sole  and  only  foundation,  justifi¬ 
cation  or  pretence  for  the  w'ar. 

But  1  purposely  omit  many  remarks  on 
this  very  interesting  and  fruitful  topic, 
that  I  may  proceed,  without  the  incum¬ 
brance  of  the  reflections  which  pertain  to 
it,  to  the  immediate  subject  of  this  article. 

From  1807  to  1812,  the  French  took 
our  vessels  going  to  England,  and  the 
English  took  our  vessels  going  to  France ; 
England  saying,  she  would  never  cease 
until  France  did,  and  promising,  ^t 
when  France  ceased,  she  should. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1812,  it  was  as¬ 
certained  by  congress,  that  Napoleon  had 
formally  revoked  all  his  plundering  de¬ 
crees;  and  now  was  the  time  to  see, 
whether  the  British  would  keep  their 
word,  by  revoking  their  orders  in  coun¬ 
cil;  but  to  see  whether  they  would,  it 
was  necessary  to  wait  long  enough  to 
have  the  French  revocation  laid  officially 
before  that  government.  Every  body  re¬ 
members,  and  it  should  never  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  the  American  cabinet  had 
uniformly  professed  and  declared,  and  in 
the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  had 
acted  according  to  its  professions,  and 
declarations,  that,  whenever  England 
should  revoke  her  orders,  there  should  be 
between  that  country  and  ours,  no  cause 
to  suspend  any  one  of  our  most  friendly 
relations.  It  is  well  know,  that  the  Bri- 


/ 


THE  EXAMINER. 


309 


luh  government  tn  fact  performed,  what 
it  had  all  along  promised  to  do,  that  is, 
it  repealed  its  orders,  very  soon  after  the 
oilicial  re|)eal  of  the  French  decrees  was 
ascertained  to  have  taken  place.  But  I 
do  not  insist  on  this  fact  any  further  than 
ae  it  strengthens  the  assertions  that  to  do 
so,  was  what  that  government  had  always 
professed  its  willingness  and  determina¬ 
tion  to  do. 

>  Now  it  it  perfectly  clear  to  my  umler- 
ttanding,  that  if  no  secret  and  mysterious 
influence  horl  governed  our  administra¬ 
tion;  if  they  had  been  merely  and  truly 
intent  u|M>n  peace;  if  they  had  directed 
their  anxieties  simply  and  merely  to  the 
restoration  of  commerce,  and  the  prospe¬ 
rity  consequent  upon  it,  they  would  have 
taken  time,  a  little  time  at  least,  to  ascertain 
what  course  Grcat-Britain  would  pursue 
antler  these  new  circumstances.  The  poli¬ 
cy  of  our  administration  had  for  years  be¬ 
fore,  been  feeble,  tem|K)rizing  and  even  af¬ 
fectedly  patient.  They  had  clung  to  em¬ 
bargo,  long  after  it  was  proved  to  be  in 
operative — and  afterwards  to  non-inter¬ 
course  too.  And  at  this  very  tinve,  when 
Bona[>arte'8  revocation  was  rescinded, 
they  had  an  embargo  on.  But  all  at 
once  these  patient  and  enduring  gentry 
became  highly  mettlesome  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  furious.  They  had  Bonaparte’s  offi¬ 
cial  revocation,  and  nothing  would  now 
satisfy  them,  but  instant  war  against  Eng¬ 
land.  The  difference  was  not  greater  be¬ 
tween  the  steed  of  Alexander  and  one  of 
the  pack  horses  of  his  army,  than  that  be¬ 
tween  what  these  men  now  were,  and  what 
(or  four  yean  they  had  been.  To  wait  now 
for  the  repeal  of  the  orden  in  councU,  to 
wait  only  two  or  three  months,  which  our 
unprepared  copdition  had  no  other  consi¬ 
deration  urged  it,  rendered  necessary — 
to  wait  now,  was  moral  treason ;  and  the 
same  Mr.  Bayard,  who  was  afterwards 
sent  to  seek  peace  somewhere  in  Europe, 
if  he  could  find  it,  was  deemed  a  tory  for 
iVopoeiog  in  June,  1812,  to  delay  the  de¬ 


claration  of  war  for  a  few  months.  War, 
war,  nothing  would  answer  but  they  must 
have  war,  immediate  war.  Was  this 
change  effected  by  the  simple  official  revo¬ 
cation  of  Napoleon  ?  Hardly,  one  would 
think,  for  tliey  had  for  months  supported 
Mr.  Madison’s  proclamation,  declaring 
that  revocation  as  a  solemn  fact,  cor¬ 
rectly  and  satisfactorily  ascertained  and 
established.  How  was  it  then  ?  Did  smne- 
thing  come  along  with  that  revocation  as 
secret  and  mysterious  ki  its  character,  as 
it  was  instantaneous  and  decisive  in  its 
effects  ?  Of  that  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
But  what  that  something  was,  I  forbear 
to  intimate,  because,  and  merely  because, 
I  could  not,  in  a  court  of  justice,  prove 
the  assertion  my  belief  would  dictate. 
But  that  the  declaration  of  war  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  wickedness  or  folly,  or  a  com¬ 
bination  of  both,  is  a  truth  susceptible  al¬ 
most  of  (kmonslr action. 

The  pro|M)8ed  grounds  for  declaring  the 
war  were :  first,  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen ;  secondly,  the  orders  in  council. 
It  is  applicable  to  both  points  to  remarit, 
that  both  had  existed  for  years  without 
producing  war  ;  and  that  at  this  particu¬ 
lar  time,  they  existed  in  a  much  milder 
form  than  they  had  done  before.  It  has 
already  been  stated,  and  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  here,  that  the  question  of  impress¬ 
ment  was  not  unsusceptible  of  adjustment, 
because  it  had  already  been  adjusted  to 
the  satisfaction  of  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
persons  then  and  now  high  in  the  confi- 
denee  of  Mr.  Madison.  The  other  mat¬ 
ter  therefore,  the  orders  in  council,  seem¬ 
ed  the  only  one  of  any  difficulty.  With 
France,  if  the  repealing  decree  of  Napo¬ 
leon  was  issued  in  good  faith  and  friend¬ 
ship,  there  was  no  ground  of  dispute,  of  a 
prospective  character.  Bonaparte  had 
repealed  ail  his  plundering  edicts.  To 
restore  American  commerce  and  prosperi¬ 
ty,  it  was  now  only  necessary  that  Grea> 
Britain  should  repeal  hers.  When  that 
should  he  done  we  should  have  notliing 
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to  threaten  a  disturbance  6f  our  re|H)sc, 
but  that  same  question  of  impressments, 
to  which  Mr.  Madison  in  his  arrangement 
tvith  Mr.  Erskine  had  given  the  go  hjfe, 
and  wliich  Monroe  and  Pinkney  hud  be¬ 
fore  that  adjusted;  and  wliich  would  ne¬ 
ver  after  have  given  us  any  troubha,  had 
not  Mr.  JeQerson  rejected  tlic  arrange¬ 
ment.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that 
C  reat-Britain  had  never  justified  her 
eilicts  except  on  the  ground,  that  they 
ivere  in  retaliation  of  those  of  France, 
tiulfonnly  declaring  that  they  would  cease, 
•whenever  those  of  Frapee  ceased ;  and 
now,  those  of  France  had  ceased.  Now 
foo,  there  was  every  reason  to  hope  that 
those  of  Grcat-Britain  would  cease  also. 
If  they  should,  the  nation  would  once 
more  be  happy  !  W ait,  let  us  see,  let  us 
cling  to  this  hope,  said  the  federalists. 
Xiet  us  not,  at  such  a  ipoment  as 
this,  hazard  all,  by  rushing  into  war. 
How  were  they  answered  ?  with  decla¬ 
rations,  that  it  was  impossible  that 
C reat-Britain  should  revoke  her  edicts. 
And  what  was  the  event  ?  She  did 
revoke  them.  Could  men  be  wine,  who 
plunged  into  war,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  ?  Could  they  be  hotust  ? 

Except  to  please  Bonajiarte,  except  to 
perform  some  sacret  engagement  made 
•with  him,  the  stipulated  price,  most  like¬ 
ly,  of  his  official  revocation,  what  need 
•was  there  of  ummdialc  war  ?  W as  the 
nation  prepared  ?  No.  Was  it  united  ? 
No.  Was  it  likely  to  be  united  ?  No.  Not 
•the  federalists  only,  and  these  to  a  man, 
•were  opposed  to  it,  but  twenty-nine  mem¬ 
bers  of  congress,  of  the  party  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  after  all  the  influence  of  par¬ 
ty  and  the  executive  had  been  exhausted 
vpon  them,  voted  against  it.  It  was  not 
possible  for  the  United  States  to  have  de¬ 
clared  war  under  more  unpromising  and 
disheartening  circumstances. 

Did  the  administration  believe  that 
(Sreat-Britain  would  refuse  to  repeal  the 
orders  in  council  ?  Without  hesitation  1 


answer,  no.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  most* 
sincerely  believe  that  they  declared  the 
war,  because  they  "  would  re¬ 

peal  them.  The  very  facts,  that,  when 
the  repeal  arrived  here,  neither  the  tone 
nor  the  conduct  of  adminislrution  under¬ 
went  the  least  change — that  under  these 
circumstances  they  even  refused  to  agree 
to  an  armistice,  establish  the  charge 
beyond  all  question.  At  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  controversy  had  dwindled 
almost  to  a  nihility,  dhl  they  blow  the 
trumpet  of  war  louder,  if  jjossible,  than 
ever ;  at  that  very  moment  did  they  most 
obstinately  close  their  ears  against  every 
pacifle  proimsition  from  the  British. 

Either  the  administration  believed,  that 
the  orders  in  council  would  be  repealed, 
or  that  they  would  not.  If  the  first,  it 
was  the  excess  of  folly  and  depravity,  to 
declare  war;  if  the  second,  the  folly  was 
certainly  not  less.  For,  if  they  really 
and  sincerely  believed  the  orders  would 
not  be  repealed,  it  was  the  summit  of 
folly  to  declare  war  when  they  did;  and 
fur  these  reasons : 

'First:  A  post[tonement  to  November,' 
would  enable  them  to  prepare  and  enter 
upon  a  system  of  revenue  commensiinde 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 

Secondly ;  It  wbidd  enable  them  to  re¬ 
cruit  our  armies,  while  it  was  yet  uncer¬ 
tain  whether  there  would  actually  be  war 
or  not,  with  greater  facility  and  rapidity ; 
so  that  by  November,  they  might  have 
had  in  the  field  any  force  they  wished. 

Thirdly :  They  might  have  built  ves¬ 
sels  of  war  on  the  lakes,  so  as  to  have 
secured  the  ascendancy  on  those  imi>ort- 
ant  waters. 

Fourthly:  Had  the  British  persisted  in 
their  orders,  and,  by  November,  it  was 
certainly  to  be  known,  not  only  those 
friends  of  the  administration,  who  voted 
against  the  war,  but  every  federalist  io 
the  country  would  have  felt  its  justice, 
and  applauded  its  propriety.  There 
would  have  existed  (he  seme  imanimony 
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ileterminalion  to  maintain  our  rii^htg, 
which,  at  this  moment,  animates  -every 
true  heated  American. 

In  June,  we  were  unprepared,  divided, 
distracted.  In  November,  we  should 
have  l)een  ready  and  united. 

And  not  a  moment’s  delay  could  be 
{u^ured.  Neither  llic  alluring  hope  of 
a  continued  |>eace,  and  restored  prospe¬ 
rity,  which  would  be  the  consequence  of 
llie  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  if  they 
should  be  repealed,  as  in  fact  they  were, 
nor  the  necessity  of  preparation,  nor  the 
certainty  of  the  complete  nnion  of  public 
sentiment  and  exertion,  in  case  of  a  refusal 
to  repeal  could  induce  them  to  pause  a  mo¬ 
ment,  and  they  rushed  precipitately  into 
this  destructive  war. 

W as  it  foUy,  or  was  it  wicktdncss  ?  was 
it  INSANITY,  or,  was  it  corouption  ? 


EXTRACTS. 

From  the  charge  of  his  Hnnernr  the  Mayor  of 
NetV'York,  Sept.  5,  1811. 

**  It  is  necessary,  al)solutely  necessary,  tliat 
there  shuuld  be  at  least  :i  truce  to  the  animosi¬ 
ties  of  party;  that  we  sliouhl  join,  hand  and  heart 
in  the  preat  work  of  patriotic  exertion,  and  Ihul 
we  should  merge  all  personal,  all  local,  all  parly 
considerations  in  the  great  duties  we  owe  to  our 
conntry.” 

From.  Ihe  address  of  Mr.  Ihter,  a  federalisl,  to  a 
neeting  in  Orange  County,  (iV.  F.)  Sept. 

“  On  our  part  (i.  e.  on  Ihe  part  of  the  federal- 
ids')  we  are  willing  to  forget  under  what  circum¬ 
stances,  and  for  u-hat  purposes,  as  we  supposed, 
the  war  W'as  declared.  We  will  not  stop  to  in¬ 
quire  tcho  are  the  authors  of  the  evils  by  which 
*e  are  afflicted.  We  will  no  longer  reproach 
those  by  whom  such  men  have  been  maintained 
in  power.  But  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  and 
we  do  expect,  that  those  who  have  applaudetl  the 
war,  as  a  wise  and  necessary  measure,  should 
cease  to  consider  their  fellow  citizens,  who  from 
principle  and  reflection  have  condemned  it,  as 
men  careless  of  the  rights  and  honour,  foes  to  the 
Rberty  and  independence  of  our  country;  as 
men  devoted  in  their  hearts  to  the  cause  of  the 
ehcray,  and  ready,  either  by  secret  treachery  or 
open  force,  to  aid  him  in  the  conquest  of  our 
fteedom.  Let  the  disgraceful  language  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  held  that  we  are  to  be  marked,  that  we 
are  to  be  proscribed,  that  we  are  to  he  held  up  as 
the  objects  of  popular  odium,  aud  popular  ven¬ 
geance.” 

From  the  address  of  Gen.  North,  (a  federalist,) 
September  9th. 

•  *  By  what  ui^allowed  arts,  or  dire  misfortune 


we  have  fallen  from  the  proud  eminence  on 
which,  in  other  times,  we  stood,  into  the  dark 
aud  deep  abyss,  iu  which  we  And  ourselves,  it  i  S 
now  worse  than  useless  to  inquired* 

From  the  Albany  (a  federal)  Gaselle,  in  eomp'i- 
ment  of  Gen.  North^s  address.  Sept.  15. 

“The  sentiments  it  contains  arc  purely  federal ; 
highly  honourable  to  the  dignified  source  whence 
they  eimuiate,  and  such  as  every  American,  and 
friend  to  his  country  must  approve  and  adopt. 
It  is  no  time  to  hesitate  as  to  the  course  which  it 
is  proper  for  every  man  to  pursue  when  his  coun¬ 
try  is  in  danger.  There  is  but  one  course ;  every 
man  must  do  his  duty ;  every  man  must  be  at  his 
post;  willing  to  gird  on  the  armour  of  war,  and 
breast  himseif  to  the  enemy ;  there  is  safety  iu 
nothing  short  of  this.” 

Prmn  the  Raleigh  Star,  (o  N.  C.  federal  paper,) 
September  9. 

“  The  language  of  despondency  is  held  by 
many  on  account  of  the  imposing  force  which  the 
enemy  presssiits  on  our  shores,  and  which  has 
even  penetrated  to  the  capital  of  our  country. 
Such  language  is  unworthy  of  a  genuine  Ameri¬ 
can.  Though  all  may  wish  the  energies  of  the 
nation  were  directed  by  those  from  wliuse  wisdom 
nioi-e  happy  auspices  might  be  indulged,  yet  it 
IS  our  duty  ‘  never  to  despair  of  the  republic.’ 

“  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  best  feelings  of 
Americans  to  observe,  tliat  notwithstanding  the 
dilference  of  opinion  wliich  prevails  as  to  the  po¬ 
licy  of  engaging  in  this  war,  and  the  mode  of 
carrying  <tiMi,yet  all  are  united,  band  and  heart 
in  contributing  their  utmost  to  repel  our  invaders.' 
In  this  respect  Stonington  ami  Norfolk  are  anima¬ 
ted  with  one  spirit ;  a  spirit  that  does  honour  to 
American  patriotism.” 

From  the  Philadelphia  United  States  (federal)  Go/* 
zette,  September  14. 

SONG 

FOR  THE  WASHINGTON  GUARDS, 
(who  are  all  federalists,)  ‘ 

BY  A  MEMBER. 

I. 

Remember  the  deeds  of  our  glorious  sires, 
Uemcinber  the  rights,  which  by  valour  they 
won ; 

Let  their  spirits  rejoice,  in  the  emulous  fires. 

That  glow  in  the  breast  of  each  patriot  son. 

,  II. 

Shall  the  hand  of  a  tyrant,  the  foot  of  a  slave. 
E’er  pollute  the  given  sod,  where  their  ashes 
repose? 

Shall  the  shout  of  their  triumphs  be  heard  near 
the  grave 

Of  the  HERO,  whose  sword  flash’d  dismay  on 
our  foes? 

III. 

By  the  souls  of  those  Heroes  who  died  to  ob¬ 
tain, 

For  their  country  the  blessings  that  liberty 
gives; 

Let  ns  swear,  our  proud  honours,  and  rights  to 
maintain, 

Indepeadeut  to  live,  or  to  yield  up  oi)r  lives. 
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to  tlirgrace  community  K'ithoul  consulting  (lie 
cretlit  of  the  victims,  by  a  show  of  force  to  keep 
their  submission  in  countenance.  But  Captain 
Gortfon  set  his  men  to  work  like  horses,  yoking 
four  or  five  to  a  dray  to  haul  away  his  plunder 
from  the  distance  of  High-street  to  the  wharves. 
The  rules  of  national  forbearing  are  erased,  the 
ties  of  man  to  man  are  severed  by  Capt.  Gordon ; 
and  as  if  not  only  the  laws  of  war  were  to  cease, 
in  the  few  principles  in  which  they  serv’e  as  a 
shield  to  declared  enemies,  he  has  brutifed  his 
fellow  seamen  and  subjects  into  quadnipeils  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  drstniction  of  our  peaceable  and  op¬ 
pressed  citizens.  Should  he  not  gain  his  deserts  on 
his  attempting  to  return,  it  will  be  another  stain 
on  our  escutcheon.  Every  hand  and  every  voice 
ought  to  be  raised  against  the  freebooter.  Every 
mile  of  the  descent  ought  to  be  lined  with  reso¬ 
lute  and  prepared  opposition.  No  sentiment 
ought  now  to  prevail  but  horror  at  the  criminal 
and  cool  plotters  of  our  impotent  condition,  anil 
an  undismayed  and  never  ceasing  ardour  and  zeal 
ill  preparing  and  hurling  upon  the  fecit  has  ren¬ 
dered  insolent,  the  opposition  and  vengeance 


IV. 

Up,  up  with  our  flag,  let  its  stripes  be  display’d, 
For  our  altars,  our  homes,  be  its  bright  stars 
unfurl’d, 

"With  our  hopes  fix’d  on  Hrav’n,our  valour  to  aid. 
It  shall  gleam  a  bright  meteor,  to  dazzle  the 


world  ! 


Eet  the  coward  go  hide  in  the  earth’s  gloomy 
caves. 

When  the  fierce  yell  of  battle  is  heard  from  afar  ; 


The  freeman’s  bold  heart,  swells  with  pride  as  he 
braves. 

And  rolls  back,  like  a  rock,  the  wild  billows 
of  war. 

VI. 

For  the  soul  of  the  brave,  say  w  hat  terrors  has 
death  ? 

^Vill  his  honour,  bis  glory,  be  lost  in  the  tomb? 

Vol  he’ll  grasp  in  that  hour,  iumiurtality’s 
w'reath ! 

And  in  hist’ry’s  bright  page  ’twill  eternally 
bloom ! 


overpowered.  No  mau  who  is  miiidi'ul  of  what 
he  owes  to  his  c?’witry  and  his  own  character, 
^n  advocate  submission,  where  resistance  is 
practicable.  The  fight  w'ill  now  be  for  our  coun¬ 
try,  not  for  a  party.  When  the  enemy  is  expell- 
edj  we  wiM  then  call  to  an  acceuiit,  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  panimoiint  law  of  the  land,  the 
traitors  who  may  appear  to  be  guilty. 

“  If  it  be  not  the  wish  and  intention  of  govern¬ 
ment,  that  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  shall  be 
successful,  let  them  make  up  by  present  activity 
for  past  neglec^  The  time  has  come  when  the 
BMple  should  see  that  their  voice  is  obeyed. 
Their  voice  we  know  to  be  what  we  express. 
Their  voice  is,  omit  no  tacrijire,  spare  no  expense 
to  sure  the  country.  It  is  seriously  threatened, 
and  can  only  be  saved  by  extraordinary  exertions, 
epch  as  our  fathers  maile  before  us.” 

From  the  same. 

“  To  the  disgrace  of  the  British  nation  as  well 
as  our  own,  the  contemptible  force  under  Capt. 
Gordon  of  the  beaborse,  continues  rifling  Alex¬ 
andria.  Never  was  such  licentious  and  unprinci¬ 
pled  robbery  practised  in  modern  warfare ;  and 
it  is  the  more  galling,  since  the  laws  of  Heaven, 
of  war  and  of  humanity  are  thus  outraged  for  a 
period  of  days,  without  intermission.  Impotence 
■eems  to  reign,  and  ci  ime  to  predominate,  both 
actively,  and  passsively.  Bonaparte  never  com¬ 
mitted  depredations  to  be  compared  in  all  their 
circumstances  with  this,  and  Lp  never  attempted  j 


We  vish  to  con(pier  none  but  those  who  come  to 
conquer  us.  It  is  then,  on  our  part,  a  righteous 
and  just  war,  in  which  we  may  engage  wiUi  pure 
consciences,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  al¬ 
mighty,  who  has  never  forsaken  us  in  the  hour 
of  peril. 

Vvhat  is  the  immediate  danger  ?  It  is  that  we 
may  be  invaded.  And  who  do  our  invaders  con¬ 
sist  of,  and  who  are  we  that  are  called  on  to  expel 
them  ?  Let  us  admit  that  they  are  soldiers,  and 
are  used  to  arms ;  but  we  must  also  admit  that 
they  are  men ;  that  they  may  be  made  to  feel  and 
to  suffer  like  men  ;  that  they  are  animated  by  no 


other  zpal  than  submission  to  orders ;  that  their 
leaders  know  us  to  be  descended  from  a  common 
ancestry  with  themselves  ;  that  we  are  not  un¬ 
used  to  arms;  nor  insensible  to  military  glory; 
that  their  leaders  know  and  remember  that  their 
lorces  have  met  our  forces,  m  days  a/ore  tima,  up- 
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on  Npw-England  ground.  They  will  come  among 
U*  with  these  recollections. 

We  are  men,  not  so  well  disciplined,  not  so 
much  accustomed  to  the  tented  held  as  they  may 
be ;  but  we  are  under  a  goverxor  who  has  seen 
days  that  “tried  men’s  souls;”  a  man  who  does 
not  hear  for  the  first  time,  the  threat  of  British 
invasion.  He  is  calm  and  linn,  and  is  so,  because 
he  knows  the  strength  and  the  resources  of  those, 
who  rally  around  him.  lie  knows  and  we  all 
know,  that  the  united  force  of  Great-Britain  can¬ 
not  conquer  New-Cngland.  AV^e  who  are  called 
to  this  contest  go  Into  it  with  hearts  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  those  which  l)ent  in  the  bosoms  of  our  as- 
sailant.s.  We  arc  owners  of  the  land  on  which 
we  fight — tlie  land  on  wliicli  we  were  born ;  the 
land  on  u’hicli  are  our  homes,  and  the  dwelling 
places  of  those  whom  coo  and  nature  have  placed 
under  onr  protection.  We  cannot  be  faithless  to 
these  solemn  duties.  Invaders  always  present 
themselves  at  great  disadvantage,  to  a  proi^t  and 
efficient  resistance.  AVe  shall  feel  as  the  English 
would  have  felt,  kiid  the  French  invaded  them ; 
they  will  li^l  as  the  French,  in  that  case,  would 
have  felt.  On  that  occasion,  so  awful  to  the  Bri- 
tisli  nation,  it  is  said,  that  the  bishop  nf  Ijumluff 
ad<lressed  the  people.  He  said  it  had  been  asked 
whether  a  number  of  Englishmen,  calletl  sutldcnly 
from  peace  employments,  could  beat  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  Frenchmen.  He  answ'crcd,  that  it  could 
not  be  known  whether  they  would  or  not.  But 
of  this  he  felt  certain,  that  half  the  numbirof  En¬ 
glishmen  would  always  try. 

Come,  then,  fellow  citizens  !  Let  us  dispcl.all 
gloom,  and  apprehension:  we  have  taken  the 
charter  of  human  life  on  certain  conditions. 
These  we  must  perform.  We  will  at  least  have 
nothing  wherewith  to  approach  ourselves.  AFe 
may  avert  all  the  evils,  which  hang  over  us,  by 
manly  resistance.  Remember  this  is  no  war  of 
our  making :  we  arc  on  the  right  suit ;  and  thrice 
is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel  just.  Nothing 
can  happen  to  us,  that  has  not  happened  to  all 
people  under  the  sun,  but  no  people  under  the 
sun  ever  had  so  many  hopes  and  consolations  as 
we  have,  founded  on  our  natural  strength,  our 
devotion  to  our  country;  our  solemn  duties ;  and 
lastly,  in  our  reliance  on  that  almighty  be¬ 
ing,  whom  our  fathers  worshipped,  and  in 
whose  name  they  met,  and  vanquished  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  country'. 

If  it  is  the  wish  of  our  political  opponents,  that 
party  contentions  should  cease,  and  that  we  should 
join  together  heait  and  hand  in  the  defence  of 
our  families  and  homes  ;  let  them  evince  the  dis¬ 
position  and  I  presume  tlicre  can  be  no  reasona¬ 
ble  objection  to  the  measure. 

Prom  the  Rhode-hland  {Federal)  American, 
September  16fA. 

TO  RHODE-ISLAND  MF.N. 

The  enemy  approaches  you  !  Satiated  with 
the  spoils  of  the  east,  he  is  moving  westward  for 
the  conquest  of  nobler  and  greater  objects. 
From  revelling  upon  the  hard  earned  pro<lucts  of 
our  eastern  countrymen ;  emboldened  by  their 
ready  acquiescence  to  his  demands,  (which  were 
asieutcd  to,  because  they  were  not  in  a  situation 
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to  resist  them,)  he  comes  !  fie  dares  to  come,  tm 
thi-eaten  with  destruction  our  capitals !  the  ca¬ 
pitals  of  New-£iigland  !  Elated  with  his  con¬ 
quests,  (conquests  of  a  few  defenceless  seaport 
towns,)  he  approaches,  with  proud  and  haughty 
daring,  our  homes ;  our  sanctuaries.  Already 
has  the  feet  of  the  enemy  polluted  with  its  tread, 
our  sacred  land,  where  rest  the  ashes  of  our  brave 
and  noble  fathers.  Yes,  an  enemy  has  trod, 
with  hostile  foot,  on  the  soil  of  New-England ! 
and  NOW  trends  it — now  does  his  proud  banners 
wave  triumphant  over  the  heails  of  our  brave, 
but  unarmed,  sons  of  New-England  !  Y'es — alt 
this  is — and  y'et  Rhode-Island  men  almost  slum¬ 
ber.  Let  this  no  longer  be  so — awake  !  arise  ! 
citizens  of  Rhode-Island!  shall  we  slumber  till 
the  enemy  is  at  our  doors,  and  then  awake  when 
all  is  lost ;  awake  but  to  sec  our  cities  and  towns 
wrapt  in  flames — our  wives  and  children  fleeing 
their  homes  in  despair  ami  wretchedness,  and 
calling  upon  us  for  help  and  pratection,  and  we 
can  extend  it  not  ?  AVill  not  our  agony  be  bit¬ 
ter  tenfold — as  our  consciences  would  goad  us — 
that  we  cruelly  slumbered,  when  we  should 
have  watclied  i*  No!  my  brethren,  let  us  not 
feel  this  accumulated  wretchedness,  should  fate 
dooms  us  to  lui  witnesses  of  the  agonizing  sight 
of  the  destruclion  of  every  thing  earthly  that  we 
hold  dear. 

Tlte  sons  of  Rhode-Island  have  not  degener¬ 
ated — I  know  they  have  not — witness  the  hero¬ 
ic  deetls  of  Perry — of  Allen — her  gallant  sons. 

I  call  upon  ye,  then,  men  of  Rhode-Island,  to 
rou.se  in  the  greatness  of  your  strength,  and  with 
firm  heart  and  nerve,  and  with  souls  not  to  be 
intimidated  by  dangers  and  perils,  however  great, 
to  arm  ! — to  prepare  yourselves  as  becomes  free¬ 
men,  to  meet  the  foe  that  now  threatens  your 
destruction. 

The  present  cri.«is  of  the  affairs  of  our  country 
demand  the  utmost  exertion  of  all  our  strength, 
for  the  preservation  of  that  liberty,  so  dear  to  us, 
which  our  fathers  so  nobly  contended  for  and  ob¬ 
tained,  and  handed  down  to  us  unimpaired  ;  and 
their  spirits,  from  their  abodes,  are  now  calling 
upon  us  to  preserve  it  in  its  vigour,  and  leave  it 
to  our  children  as  the  most  precious  legacy  man 
can  bestow  upon  his  posterity. 

I  conjure  ye,  then,  be  not  deaf  to  the  call 
The  destruction  of  your  liberty  is  indeed  threat¬ 
ened — but  it  is  not  y  et  too  late  to  save.  Let  the 
recollection  of  the  heroic  bravery  and  undaunt¬ 
ed  firmness  displayed  by  your  immortal  Greene, 
and  a  host  of  otlier  brave  and  generous  spirits  for 
its  obtainnient,  animate  you,  their  descendants, 
to  make  a  fixed  and  firm  resolve  never  to  cease 
the  .struggle  for  its  preservation  but  with  your 
lives  ! — for  what  is  life  without  liberty  ? 

Listen  not,  for  a  moment,  to  the  base  and  dan¬ 
gerous  advice  of  some  amongst  you,  to  be  quiet, 
and  rely  upon  tbe  generosity  and  magrumimity 
of  the  enemy — for  it  proceeds  from  weakness  and 
error ;  witness  the  barbarous  and  humiliating 
terms  forced  upon  theunprotected  Alexandrians— 
terms  that  an  Algerine  pirate  would  have  scorn¬ 
ed  to  have  offered  to  his  defenceless  enem^'.  No ! 
like  men  resolved  to  live  free,  or  die  like  free¬ 
men,  rely  only  upon  the  temper  of  your  steel— nil 
other  reliance  is  vain,  and  leads  to  certain  destruc¬ 
tion  i  none  other  ought  a  freeman  ever  to  think 
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•II !  'Whate\'rr  ui<>irry  jroor  enotay  wight  have 
•lire  sliown  you,  anw  you  know  none  will  be 
•hown— fur  you  have  Admiral  Cocbraue’i!  asiuir- 
ance  Uiat  he  bHii  unlci'»  to  burn  and  destroy  your 
towns,  and  that  ht  will  erieule  them,  l.el  your 
energy  rob  him,  at  least,  of  a  fete  touni.  I.ut 
him  nut  bnastingly  say  that  your  were  but  half 
a  breakfast”  for  him  ;  de|<rive  liiin  of  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  seeing  your  towns  in  flumes,  by  his  order — 
for  the  means  to  do  it  you  have,  if  you  will  but 
use  them. 

Fellow*  cilieens  !  Let  me  again  remind  you, 
that  the  great  |>eril  of  the  tiiiies,  w  hen  we  arc 
left  to  defend  cNim-lves,  witliout  aid,  witiiout 
assistance,  call  upon  yon  nil  for  the  utimn-t  ex¬ 
ertion  of  your  slreuglh — all,  wilhaut  distinction ; 
rich  and  poor,  farmer,  nicchuniu,  lucrchuiil,  all 
elnsses,  and  all  grades,  (for  tltere  are  none  btit 
hare  sonictliing  to  l.ise,)  to  arm  !  to  prepare 
yourselves  to  ineet  iho  enemy  ;  to  meet  him' 
lirmly,  heroically;  to  meet  him  like  men,  liki; 

fsitriots  resolved  to  defend  your  Country  to  the 
Bst  extremity.  Let  your  inllyiug  words  be, 
*•  Hhmtt-lutnml  erjficli  errrif  tnitn  ti>  du  his 
and  your  shout  to  buttle,  “  LUicriy  vr  ihc'/t.” 

These  extracts  arc  given  that  the  public, 
deuiocrats  as  well  as  federalists,  may  see  tvilli 
W'liat  eager  eiithitsias:ii  the  tnte  old  spirit 
Wasbin*;tutiian  rodcralisiu  has  sprung  forward 
to  cncoutitcr  the  dangers  of  otir  present  aw¬ 
ful  condition ;  and  especially  that  democrats 
may  rest  secure  of  our  national  safety  and 
indcpendctiec,  if  the  valour  and  skill  of  fede¬ 
ralists  are  in  their  estimation,  of  im[K)rtancc. 

Ill  resistance  of  British  invasion,  the  fede¬ 
ralists  will  not  only  be  unanimous,  but  they 
will  be  forward,  patient,  persevering.  In  re¬ 
sistance  of  unjust  British'claims  and  preten¬ 
sions,  they  will  consent  to  spend  their  lives, 
in  war  and  blood.  Ucly  upon  it,  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  I  tell  you  nothing  but  truth.  The  fede¬ 
ralists  have  been  belied,  and  you  have  been 
deceived.  They  have  been  called  lories,  not 
because  those  who  called  tlicin  so,  suspected 
the  fidelity  of  the  disciples  of  Washington, 
but  because  they  refused  to  volunteer  in  a 
war  which  they  deemed  unnecessary,  unjust, 
and  cruel ;  for  this  they  have  been  called 
lories  by  impudent,  brazen  faced,  but  hen- 
hearted  poltroons,  who  though  they  pretended 
that  they  approved  the  war,  would  not,  and 
dared  not  volunteer  in  it  themselves.  In  sup¬ 
port  of  mch  a  war,  as  at  its  commencement 
this  wa^  the  federalists  refused  (that  is,  some, 
not  aU)  to  lend  their  money ;  and  for  this  too, 
they  have  been  railed  lories  by  misers,  who 
refused  their  own  :  for  it  is  very  evident,  that 
if  democrats,  alone,  liad  ieuttAe.tr  money,  go¬ 


vernment  would  hare  had  numey  enongii ;  and 
that  if  Ihey  only  had  turned  out  to  light,  go« 
vcriimcnt  would  have  had  nun  enough,  and 
inoro  than  enough.  I'he  fact  is,  that  patriol- 
ism  is,  aud  has  been  too,  a  matter  of  word  of 
mouth  biisitiess  ;  and  many  a  hypocrite  lias 
concealed  his  own  stinginess  and  cowardice, 
by  iinpntiug  toryi.sin  to  the  really  patriotic 
and  resolute  men  of  our  country.  The  war 
has  beromc  just,  because,  while  the  United 
States  are  socking  peace,  for  sucli  is  my  clear 
belief,  the  British  government  is  carrying  in¬ 
to  our  territories  the  same  unnecessary,  un¬ 
just  and  cruel  sysiciii  of  invasion  and  desola¬ 
tion,  wliich,  at  lliccuinincncementoflhe  war, 
not  only  ensured  to  Mr.  Madison  the  eendcin- 
iiutioii  and  abhorrence  of  the  wise  and  good 
men  of  the  federal  party,  hut  caused  the 
United  Status  to  be  abandoned  aud  detested 
Dy  all  the  powereof  cbristcudom.  The  same 
federalists,  who  refused  to  aid  in  the  invasion 
of  the  1  ights  of  others,  arc  the  very  men  who 
will  most  readily,  and  firmly,  and  persevcriiig- 
ly  resist  an  invasion  of  their  own  rights.  The 
cuudition  of  the  two  nations  is  changed. 
Those  who  were  at  first  on  the  defensive, 
are  become  assailants ;  and  those  who  were 
assailants,  have  been  compelled  to  act 
on  the  defensive.  To  preserve  our  rights 
in  the  integritv  and  independence  of  every 
foot  of  the  American  republic,  is  an  Ame¬ 
rican  duty.  Ill  this  view,  it  does  not 
matter,  by  wliosc  folly  and  wickedness,  the 
necessity  of  this  effort  has  been  produced. 
\Vc  arc  invaded,  aud  invasion  must  be  resist¬ 
ed.  The  Hipiihlic  is  in  danger,  and  it  must  he 
defended.  There  is  no  need  of  allaying,  what 
some  gentlemen  federalists,  have  most  conde- 
sc:  ndingly  called  party  spirit,  to  produce  this 
effect.  .411  parties  are  united,  and  always 
have  been,  and  must  be,  in  this  principle. 
There  is  but  one  question  upon  which  the 
parties  ran,  and  upon  which,  horrible  as  the 
fact  is,  they  are  likely,  to  divide ;  and  tiiat,  is, 
nhether  in  Ikest  perilous  and  disatlrous  limes, 
our  nff  ’airs  shall  be  conducted,  by  comptlenl,  or 
incompetent  agents.  According  to  the  new 
doctrines  of  some  old  federalists,  inquiry  into 
this  matter  is  dangerous,  and  puts  the  safety 
of  the  country  at  hazard.  In  times  of  peace 
indeed,  when  all  is  quiet  and  safe,  when  there 
is  neither  danger  nor  fear  of  it,  it  is  very  impor-  * 

[  taut  to  be  extremely  carefiil  whom  we  trust. 
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Ifhan  the  ressel  is  gli<ling  gcntlj  dowo  the 
ttreain,  we  should  anxiously  seek  for  an  able 
cominauder.  But  when  the  storm  rages, 
when  the  tempest  is  dashing  her  upon  the 
rocks,  to  endeavour  to  rescue  hor  from  the 
command  of  him,  who  could  not  even  when 
he  had  to  contend  only  with  moderate  breezes 
keep  her  free,  threatens  utter  min !  Now  I 
think  a  good  sailor  can  easily  enough  work  at 
tlie  pump  in  tiro  hour  of  danger,  and  express 
bis  desire  for  a  good  bclinsmau,  at  the  same 
time.  And  I  think  this  nation  has  leisure 
enough  to  look  into  Mr.  Mailison's  unfitness, 
especially  when  the  flames  of  Washington, 

*'  throw  so  much  light  upon  the  subject,’^  and 
still  be  ready,  perfectly  ready  to  meet  its  in¬ 
vaders.  Nor  is  there  any  tiling  in  this  matter 
calculated  to  puzzle  or  entangle  the  under¬ 
standing.  Oh  the  contrary  the  two  truths, 
which  in  my  judgment  it  is  im|H>rtant  to  in¬ 
culcate,  are  in  fact  coiuiectcd  with  each 
i  other : 

First ;  Tb  e  nation  must  arm  to  resist  in¬ 
vasion. 

^  SuonHy  :  It  must  have  competent  leaders, 

I  for  upon  that  depends  almost  every  thing. 

Now,  who  is  competent  ?  who  is  incompe- 
tent?  I  do,  in  all  simplicity  and  humility, 

;  confess  my  inability  to  perceive  why  we  should 
fight  worse  for  having  good  leaders,  or  even 
for  seeking  them. 

The  more  1  think  of  it,  therefore,  the  more 
r  I  feel  Justified  in  urging,  that  ibr  the  general 

I  safety  our  unsparing  and  revengeful  invaders 

I  should  be  resisted;  resisted  effectually ;  and 

I  that  for  this  ^rpose  our  incompetent  adminis- 

|  .  tration  should  resign  to  make  way  for  compe- 

r  lent  men.  With  such  a  people  as  the  Ameri- 

!  cans  are,  so  united  in  the  great  object  as  they 

are,  what  deeds  of  glory  might  they  not  per¬ 
form  with  an  administration  capable  of  draw- 
1  ing  forth,  and  directing  the  resources  of  a 
1  brave  and  powerful  nation.  Then  indeed 
j  might  we  hope  that  the  American  character 
would  be  restored  to  what  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Washington ! 

[  However,  I  am  bound  to  allow,  that  whether 

f  wo  can  get  good  leaders  or  not,  it  is  our  duty 
I  to  resist  the  enemy  manfully  under  such  as 
;  we  have.  For  If  the  people  should  be  as  in- 

I  active,  as  the  administration  is  feeble,  we 

I  thonld  be  subjugated  in  a  month, 
fj  It  has,  therefore,  become  imperiously  ne- 
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cessary  that  the  people  should  arm  ;  and 
thank  God,  they  have  armed  and  they  am 
continuing  to  arm ;  and  none  with  naore  resev- 
lutc  and  dauntless  zeal,  than  the  federalists. 
But  1  entreat  them,  while  they  do  their  duty 
against  the  enemy,  not  to  yield  their  princi¬ 
ples  to  the  incompetent  men  who  have  urged 
us  into  these  difficulties ;  not  to  let  their  feel¬ 
ings  mislead  their  understandings.  While 
this  war  bad  for  its  object,  invasion  and  con¬ 
quest,  while  its  effects  were  to  be  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  desolation  and  misery  among  our  unof¬ 
fending  and  friendly  Canadian  neighbours 
while,  above  all,  it  was  a  war  in  aid  of  that  ty¬ 
rant  whose  success  would  have  ensured  our 
slavery,  the  federalists  refused  to  pollute 
themselves  with  this  unholy  thing,  and  with 
the  guilty  men,  who  were  its  authors.  They 
condemned  the  wickedness  of  these  itaen  long 
before  their  incapacity  became  proverbial. 
Then  let  our  country  not  be  tamely  yielded 
up  to  these  men  in  the  day  of  its  tribulation 
and  peril.  Heretofore,  neither  the  denniroia^ 
t  ions  of  demagogue  incendiaries,  could  inti¬ 
midate,  nor  the  prospect  of  sharing  in  the 
spoils  of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  their  own, 
could  tempt  true  hearted  federalists  to  sin 
against  the  light  of  their  understandings. 
I'hey  foresaw,  in  the  progress  of  this  war,  a 
destruction  of  lives,  and  a  waste  of  money, 
which  this  nation  would  have  to  mourn  to  the 
latest  posterity ;  and  for  this  reason  loo,  they 
opposed  and  deplored  it ;  for  this  reason  they 
did  all  in  their  power  to  dissuade  the  adminis¬ 
tration  from  commencing  it.  They  rejoiced 
when  the  orders  in  council  were  repealed,  be¬ 
cause,  as  these  bad  been  the  only  cause  ever 
assigned  for  the  embargoes  and  non-inter¬ 
courses,  which  had  afiBicted  us  so  much ;  as  it  had 
always,  and  even  by  law,  been  provided,  that 
when  the  orders  in  council  should  cease,  em¬ 
bargo  and  non- intercourse  should  cease  too ; 
and  as  war  was  professed  to  have  been  com¬ 
menced  because  these  had  not  been  stroi^ 
enough  to  accomplish  the  end  intended  by 
them,  to  wit,  the  repeal  of  the  orders,  they 
trusted  confidently  that  this  end  being  at 
length  attained,  the  war,  professed  to  be  in¬ 
tended  only  for  its  attainment,  would  cease ; 
they  trusted  that  although  Mr.  Madison  might 
be  wicked  enough,  he  would  not  be  so  ineon- 
si  stent  as  to  continue  the  war  on  a  ground 
{impresmentt)  which  bad  not  been  so  much  as 
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mentioncxl  in  his  arrangement  with  Mr.  Ers- 
klne.  They  felt  the  more  confident  in  this 
particular,  because,  at  the  time  the  war  was 
declared,  the  practice  of  impressing  had  almost 
ceased;  and  many  of  our  seamen  had  been 
discharged  since  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement: 
eo  that  this  evil,  if  it  had  not  entirely  ceased, 
was  by  no  means  so  great  in  1812,  as  it  bad 
Iteen  before  1809.  They  felt  still  more  con¬ 
fident  that  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  emmcil 
would  give  us  peace,  and  that  the  question  of 
impressments,  unembarrassed  by  any  others, 
could  present  no  obstacle  to  reconciliation, 
because,  in  addition  to  the  inconsistency  of 
resting  the  justification  of  the  war  on  that 
ground,  it  was  plain,  that  on  that  ground,  it 
could  not  be  justified:  for  the  British  go- 
Tcmment  had  entered  into  an  arrangement  on 
this  subject,  with  Messi's.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
who  had  officially  declared  it  satisfactory,  and 
honourable;  and  there  seemed  to  be  no 
reason,  why  that,  which  had  been  done  once, 
might  not  be  done  again.  They  flattered 
themselves  that  they  saw  the  dawn,  and 
hoped  soon  to  behold  their  country  prospej*- 
ing  again  in  the  mild  siinsliine  of  peace. 
Even  if  Mr.  Madison  should  be  so  depraved, 
ao  shamefully  inconsistent,  as  not  to  make 
peace  under  these  circumstances,  they  felt 
confident,  that  there  was  good  sense  enough 
in  the  people  to  choose  another  person  in  his 
place,  who  would.  Rut  in  this  too,  (most  un¬ 
fortunately  for  this  poor  nation)  they  were 
disappointed.  Their  next  hope  was,  that  when 
Mr.  Madison  asked  congress  for  money,  to 
carry  on  this  unnecessary  war;  congress 
would  have  the  honesty  and  good  sense  and 
firmness,  to  a.sk  him  for  peace ;  it  being  evi¬ 
dent,  that  he  could  then  (Great  Britain  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  enough  with  Bonaparte,)  make  an 
honourable  and  an  advantageous  peace,  if  he 
chose.  But  congress  too  was  regardless  of  its 
duty.  Alas '  how  should  it  have  been  other¬ 
wise,  when  Uie  people  themselves  had  been 
obstinately  blind  to  truth,  reason,  and  their 
manifest  interests !  and  now,  there  remained 
but  one  poor  and  meagre  hope.  It  was  very 
certain,  that  very  few  democrats,  would  ex¬ 
pose  their  lives,  and  venture  their  money,  in 
the  care  of  their  beloved  leaders.  The  fe¬ 
deralists  were  called  upon,  implored,  to  with¬ 
hold  theirs — but  to  no  purpose.  Even  their 
sample  however,  did  not  mislead  the  great 


mass  of  moneyed  men  in  the  opposite  party. 
These  lent  a  little  at  first,  but  lound  out  very 
soon  how  unsafe  it  was ;  and  then  while  they 
scolded  federalist*  for  not  lending  their  money 
to  an  administration  they  despised,  and  in 
sup|>ort  of  a  war  they  detested,  they  very 
cunningly  left  these  same  federalists  to  lend 
tiieirs.  And  thus  it  was  that  this  war  of  in¬ 
vasion  received  a  support,  which  enabled  it 
to  limp  along,  for  awhile ;  the  public  credit 
being  undermined  by  the  very  support  it  re¬ 
ceived  from  those,  who  now  cannot  dis|H)se  of 
tl»eir  stock  at  tevenly  per  cent !  and  riglUly 
served  they  are. 

From  the  period  that  Mr.  Madison,  and  the 
people,  and  the  congress  resolved  to  persevere 
in  this  accursed  war,  although  the  road  to 
peace  was  as  plain  as  a  turnpike,  from  this 
period  the  great  body  of  federal  statesmen, 
and  patriots,  folded  up  their  arms,  to  witness 
the  practical  dcvciopement  of  those  calami¬ 
ties  which  were  sure  to  follow. 

But,  great  as  thmr  apprehensions  had  been, 
the  calamities  which  have  been  crowded  into 
tlie  two  years  and  three  mmiihs  of  this  un¬ 
necessary  war,  far,  very  far  exceeded  them. 
They  bad  feared  and  deplored  only  those  evils 
which  are  necessarily  attendant  on  war :  the 
waste  of  blood,  tlie  waste  of  money,  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  an  oppressive  and  never  ending 
taxation;  the  cornipt  and  corrupting  patro¬ 
nage  of  corrupt  statesmen,  the  disregard  of 
civil  rights,  incident  to  militaiy  <times,  and 
the  extension  of  immoral  and  dissolute  habits. 
These  were  the  evils  they  had  feared.  Even 
they  had  not  taken  into  the  account,  that  an 
army  sent  into  the  field  by  a  population  of 
EIGHT  MILLIONS,  wcrc  to  1)6  resisted,  much 
less  defeated,  by  the  forces  of  two  thinly  po¬ 
pulated  provinces.  They  had  not  taken  into 
the  account  that  Europe  might  redeem  itself 
from  tlie  tyrant,  and  thus  leave  Great-Britain 
to  direct  her  whole  force  against  the  United 
States.  They  had  not  taken  into  the  ac¬ 
count,  tliat  our  war  of  invasion,  might  be 
turned  into  one  of  self  defence;  that  our  war 
for  foreign  conquest,  might  become  one  of 
self  preservation.  While  they  pitied  the  suf¬ 
ferings  of  our  soldiers  perishing  in  the  fright¬ 
ful  climate  of  Canada,  they  bad  never  dream¬ 
ed  that  they  themselves,  their  sons  and  bro¬ 
thers,  would  ever  find  it  necessary  to  abandou 
the  repose  and  endearments  of  hqme,  to 
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eoDiter  ruthless  invaders,  in  defence  of  (heir 
altars  and  firesides;  and  above  all,  most  distant 
from  their  apprehension  was.it,  that  in  two 
years  alter  the  nation  had  been  employed  in 
dashing  out  its  bcains  against  Upper  Canada 
to  no  purpose,  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
country  would  be  so  horribly  mismanaged, 
that  its  money  institutions  would  be  vio¬ 
lently  broken  up,  the  circulating  medium 
destroyed,  and  the  government  compelled  to 
declare  its  own  bankniptcy;  while  its  favour¬ 
ites  proclaim,  that  the  only  hope  of  extrica¬ 
tion  rests  upon  an  emission  of  paper,  in  other 
words,  continental  money,  or,  a  yearly  tax  of 
thirty  millions !  bad  they  foretold  these 
events ;  had  their  predictions  been  as  full,  as 
the  incapacity  of  the  administration  has  been 
pernicious  ;  had  they  when  Porter  spoke  of 
the  invasion  of  Canada  as  a  war  feast,  and, 
when  the  madmen  of  the  western  states,  pro¬ 
mised  the  conquest  of  Canada  in  six  weeks  ; 
had  they  then  foretold  only  the  capitulation 
of  Hull,  the  possession  by  the  British,  of  the 
Michigan  territory,  the  shameful  descent  of 
Wilkinson,  the  ravages  along  the  Niagara, 
and  the  loss  of  our  fort  there ;  the  occupation 
of  a  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  cowardly 
abandonment,  the  conflagration  of  Washington, 
they  would  have  been  hooted  and  hunted  as 
traitors  to  their  country ;  their  blood  would 
hare  streamed  in  atonement  for  their  treason. 
And  now,  the  same  infatuated  populace,  who 
would  have  massacred  the  prophets  of  so 
much  evil,  are  to  be  permitted  to  go  quietly 
on  unwarned,  to  their  ruin!  and  federalists 
are  found  to  advance  the  doctrine,  that  the 
national  safety  requires  that  the  obstinate 
persevering  contrivers  of  national  ruin  and 
misery  be  suflemd  to  proceed  without  a  sin¬ 
gle  word  or  murmur  to  interrupt  them.  Fe¬ 
deralists,  will  show  too  much  “  party  tpirU" 
if  they  attempt  to  intermpt  them.  Not  a 
word  must  be  spoken,  not  a  line  printed. 
Such  is  proposed  to  lie  the  basis  of  this  new, 
and  fantastical,  and  pernicious  “  union  of 
tmliment."  But,  by  the  blessing  of  Gml,  it ! 
shall  not  delude  me.  The  truth  shall  be  told. 
And  as  long  as  a  sheet  of  paper  can  be  found, 
U  shall  be  printed.  Neither  abuse,  nor 
threats,  nor  sufleriug  should  deter  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  an  iiidependent  press,  from  speak¬ 
ing  truth,  at  any  time ;  but  most  especially 
at  a  time,  when,  on  the  knowledge  of  truth. 


depends  the  prosperity,  and  pnrhaps,  the 
dependence  of  the  only  republic  on  earth. 
The  seme  bohon  upas.  Which  has  for  two 
I  years  aud  three  months,  scattered  only  pof- 
!  son  and  death  throughout  the  whole  circuit 
of  its  influence,  will,  and  must,  if  it  be  leHf  to 
stand  for  two  years  and  six  months  more, 
complete  the  scene  of  American  desolation 
aud  misery. 

If  tlie  people  cannot  be  disenthralled  from 
their  confidence  in  those  hot  headed  zealots, 
whose  frenzy,  and  those  calculating  knave.s, 
whose  cunning  misleads  them,  we  are  ruined. 
If  they  cannot  be  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  discharging  idiocy  from,  and  ushering  wis¬ 
dom  into,  the  national  councils,  then,  as  truly 
as  eflects  flow  from  their  parent  causes,  just 
so  truly  shall  we  continue  to  witness  new  evils 
of  the  same  character  with  those  we  have 
witnessed.  Why  not  ?  how  can  it  be  other¬ 
wise  ?  we  may  occasionally,  when  public  spi¬ 
rit  rallies  voluntarily,  at  the  approach  of  pub¬ 
lic  danger,  show  what  a  brave  pkople  can  do. 
But  the  administration  is  composed  of  men ; 
and  such  men,  as  compose  it,  never  improve, 
never  alter.  T/te  people  may  boast  of  what 
they  have  done  at  Plattsburgh ;  but  such  an 
adminislration  can  show  only  the  wisdom  it 
evinced  at  Detroit.  The  people  may  glory  in 
their  exploits  at  Baltimore  ;  but  stick  an 
administration  must  continue  to  be  content 
with  such  achievements  as  it  has  accomplish¬ 
ed  at  Washixotox. 

Upon  the  first  appearance  of  (he  late  dan¬ 
gers,  the  federalists  took  up  arms  in  common 
with,  aud  at  the  side  of  their  democratic  bre¬ 
thren,  in  defence  of  their  country.  And  they 
did  right ;  it  was  impossible  that  they  should 
do  otherwise.  They  entered  cheerfully  upon 
the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  republic. 
And  now  they  hope  they  will  no  longer  be 
called  monarchists ;  for  tliey  have  embodied 
themselves,  they  have  fought  for  the  republic. 
They  hope  they  will  no  longer  be  called  to¬ 
nes;  for  they  have  pledged  and  ventured 
their  lives  for  the  country.  They  hope  they 
will  no  longer  be  called  partisans  qf  England; 
for  they  have  met  the  English  as  enemies, 
bravely,  resolutely,  enthusiastically.  Aliens 
in  their  native  land,  belied,  insulted,  pcrsecn- 
ted,  they  have  nevertheless  come  forth  to 
protect  their  country,  in  the  first  moment  of 
real  necessity.  And  some  have  gone  so  (Hr  a* 
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to  preach  up  forgetfulness  of  the  incapacity 
of  the  democratic  idols,  by  calling  it  so 
smoothly  and  so  sweetly,  “  an  oblivion  of 
party  auimosities !”  And  for  these  reasons 
they  hope  hereafter  to  escape  insult,  and  con¬ 
tumely,  and  persecution  !  What — do  you 
then  really  think,  Mr.  Duer,  that  we  have 
been  called  tories  and  British  partisans  be¬ 
cause  we  were  believed  to  be  so  ?  Are  you 
yet  to  learn  that  these  names  were  given  to 
the  good  and  wise  men  of  the  nation,  that 
such  men  as  Madison  and  bis  retinue  might 
feed  upon  the  fat  of  the  land,  and  the  min  of 
the  people  ?  My  dear  nr !  s(^  what  you  will, 
do  what  you  will,  tories  and  monarchists  you 
must  be  called  to  the  end  of  your  lives,  by 
wretches,  who  would  be  doomed  to  obscurity 
and  poverty,  if  at  elections  the  only  inquiry 
should  be,  who  are  the  best  and  wisest  men, 
John  Duer  or  WiUiam  Ross  ?  General  A^orth 
or  Governor  Tompkins  ?  Rufus  King  or  James 
Madison?  You  have  not  been  belied  by  the 
ealumniating  wretches,  because  they  did  not 
know  you  ;  but  because  they  did  know  you  ; 
because  if  others  knew  you  as  well  as  they  did, 
they  would  have  no  chance.  Some  few  honest 
and  deceived  people  may  perhaps  be  willing 
to  do  you  justice,  but  rely  upon  it,  the  same 
men  who  refuse  to  call  upon  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Madison,  to  go  out  of  office,  will  not  call 
upon  such  men  as  you,  to  come  in. 

'  No.  The  times  demand  of  us,  not  to  flat¬ 
ter,  and  coax,  and  soothe  calumniators,  but  to 
appeal  to  the  nation  ;  not  to  smile  and  ogle 
with  those  who  have,  for  Uie  basest  purposes, 
belied  us,  and  ruined  our  country,  but  to  drive 
honest  tniths  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
If  the  people  cannot  bear  them,  if  their  sto¬ 
machs  are  too  weak  to  endure  tlie  only  medi¬ 
cine  that  will  minister  their  cure,  what  mat¬ 
ters  it,  whether  the  medicine  or  the  disease 
destroys  them  ?  The  federalists  have  acted 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  themselves  and  their 
country.  Tliey  have  afibrded  the  nation  the 
benefit  of  their  example ;  and  it  is  tlieir  right, 
it  Is  their  duty,  to  give  them  the  benefit  of 
their  precepts  too. 

I  shall  close  this  article  by  presenting  the 
readers  of  the  Examiner  with  some  of  the 
compliments  which  the  federalists  have  re¬ 
ceived  for  their  intrepid  conduct,  their  patri¬ 
otic  writings,  and  soothing  speeches. 


From  the  Columbian  tf  September  13.  , 

“The  “  madness”  of  a  “  weak  and  u irked admi^ 
nistratiou”  is  indeed  iittolcrnble,  unless  it  can 
direct  enough  of  Its  passion  aud  rage  against'  the 
“  bitter  and  maliguant”  partisans  of  theenemy 
among  us,  to  put  down  their  lying  slanders,  tbeip 
false  propbecying,  and  their  incessant  abuse  of 
the  government.  A  Scotch  motto  is  a  goosl  appli¬ 
cation  for  Scotch  loyatty  under  an  indulgent  go¬ 
vernment,  Nemo.me  impune  incr»»//— noqe  fhajl 
insult  me  with  impunity.  If  an  administration  is 
not  to  he  protected  against  an  internal  foe,  bow 
can  it  defend  the  country  against  a  foreign  enemy? 
The  time  may  come,  when  government  will  be 
compelled,  of  all  its  assailants,  to  strike  the  near¬ 
est  first.” 

From  the  National  Advocate,  repsMished  in  the 
Philadelphia  Dem.  Press. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  our  correspondent  at 
Boston. 

“You  will  have  scon  that  our  toiy  papers,  find¬ 
ing  that  their  invitation  to  Mr.  Madison  to  re¬ 
sign  has  not  been  attended  to,  now  propose,  with 
tlieir  accustomed  modesty,  that  he  should  change 
his  ministry:  and  as  Gen.  Armstrong  is  ejected, 
(much  to  their  satisfaction)  that  Mr.  King  should 
be  inducted  into  the  cabinet,  together  with  two  ^ 
other  natives  of  Massachusetts.  As  Mr.  King 
“  stood  so  well  with  the  people  in  power”  in  Eng. 
land,  they  bone  that  he  may  induce  the  British 
to  bear  with  Mr.  Madison  in  consideration  of  hi;* 
having  chosen  “  respectable  persons,”  as  Cock, 
burne  calls  them,  for  his  ministers.  Then,  forsooth. 

“  the  war  will  be  prosecuted  to  a  glorious  issue,” 
What  is  this  but  acknowledging  the  want  of  prin¬ 
ciple  of  which  the  republicans  have  always  ac¬ 
cused  them  ?  The  party  who  have  pronounced 
this  war  immoral,  unjust  and  unnecessary,  if  rai¬ 
sed  to  power,  would  prosecute  it  to  a  glorious  is¬ 
sue  !  Risusn  teneatis  ?  A  true  federalist  would 
say.  No  !  we  will  have  peace  under  this  admin¬ 
istration  and  no  other — ibr  although  we  do  not 
like  the  men,  the  public  enemy  shall  not  dictate 
to  us,  as  he  threatens,  tlie  choice. of  rulers.  As 
much  as  we  rejoice  in  “  tlie  emancipation  of  Eu¬ 
rope,”  wc  will  not  have  peace  imposed  upon  us  as 
it  has  been  on  France,  by  first  succumbing  to  an 
insolent  foe.  I  was  surprised  and  shocked  to  see, 
after  the  calamitous  and  dlrgr^l'ul  events  at 
Washington,  an  echo  of  turyism  in  the  Boston 
Patriot,  in  an  article  proposing  the  removal  of 
General  Armstrong  for  want  of  talents  !  If  it  be 
necessary  to  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  union — if, 
with  the  high  priest,  we  read  of  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  it  be  thought  expedient  “  that  one  man 
sliould  die  for  the  people.”  in  the  name  of  hu¬ 
manity  let  him  die  without  torture  of  thorns  or 
vinegar ;  let  the  true  motive  be  assigned.  The 
sacrifice  necessary  to  save  the  country  is  not  of 
ONE  man,  but  of  tories  aud  traitors — the  former 
of  whom  should  be  silenced,  the  latter  punished.” 

From  the  National  Advocate  of  the  iOth  and 
14/A  September. 

“  As  to  the  supposed  advantage  of  obtaining  the 
aid  of  those  who  are  conscientiously  scrupulout' 
against  partaking  in  qftnsivc  operatigas,  we  coa< 
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Itilrr  it  as  cmn|i1i’to1y  nitisury.  Snrh  dastards  as  and  universally  iletested  sentiments!  are  these 
who  would  not  defend  their  properly,  and  auion^  his  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  repnb- 
hoines,  and  raudlies,  from  spoliation  and  violence  llci,ii  portion  of  the  community?  we  confess,  for 
■i  Washington,  and  Alexandria,  and  Castine,  ourselves,  we  have  yet  to  learn  Uie  single  claim 
make  no  distinction  of  this  sort,  and  arc  eiinally  that  ho  possesses.  It  is  well  known,  that  Mr. 
tender  of  shedding  the  hloorl  of  their  eiieiny  in  •i^ing,  and  #lr.  Hanson  are  considered  the  two 
defending  their  own  soil,  or  in  pnrsning  him  into  leaders  of  the  federal  party  in  this  country;  the 
his  tcrriuiry,  there  to  chastise  liini  for  his  unjust  former  in  the  seiiain,  the  latter  in  the  house  of 
aggression.  Tiieirs  is  the  charity  which  Amr/A  representatives  of  tlie  V’nited  Slates.  Now,  what- 
a^  btlievilh  all  llihifr}^  tntlurcih  all  Ihiiv's,  ever  merit  these  gentlemen  may  have  and  be  re- 

of  British  niagiianiniity,  justice,  and  clemency,  ally  entitled  to  in  federal  eyes,  we  humbly  m- 
Is  their  property  spared — they  land  these  virtues  prebend,  that  all  republicans  regard  them  Jilie- 
of  the  enemy  to  the  skies.  Is  it  taken  from  tlsrin  rontly,  and  that  as  little  the  one  as  the  other  is 
and  they  permitted  to  drag  out  tl’.eir  disgraceful  likely  to  be  pointed  ont  by  their  wishes  as  the 
existence  amidst  the  ritiiis  of  tlicircyiuitry’i)  hon-  depository  of  any  part  of  their  confidence.” 
our — they  adore  the  clemency  of  a  foe  who  has  — 

disdained  to  shed  their  ignnininhtiis  blood.  Is  p^gjn  the  (Trenton)  Ti-ne  American  of  Sept. 
their  property  again  spared,  and  the  monuments  '  ' 

of  the  nation’s  glory  laid  wm  te  by  these  barbari-  Tiavine  never  lost  si-ht  of 

ans— they  humbly  kiss  the  rod  which  is  shaken  ®  FEOERAi,ibTs  Having  never  lost  w  nt  or 

7  ,  ,  ...  .1  I  Iheir  j;reat  object — the  Houtiuine  of  a  tDi*one; 

over  tlieir  hoad'^,  and  concrrHlulato  themselves  „  *  i  ®i  ,  .u  .  ®  •*  r  »u 

,  I  ,  ^  ,  ...  and  behoKhne  with  the  i)ro2ii.eutv  of  the 

that  the  eaeuiy  have  destroyed  puvlx  Lroperty  .  i  ®  ^  i*  * 

,  ^  j'’  I  Y  Y  3  peojde  under  their  republican  ixstitutions, 

iair  e\  ^  11  ai  . ‘.s  •  •  *  gave  up  their  iioi  es  of  success  by  direct  mean?,  and 

c  therefore  conclnde*  that  It  IS  vain  to  ex-  ®  «  .  i  .  ^  i 

^  •  I  i*.u  u  •  I  se«*k  to  liestruy,  hrrt  tnose  institutioiis,  and 

pect  the  aid  of  those  who  are  contciaUwml/,  sera-  deV- aR..rtv«r,ls  in- 


der,  but  ustiv  irritated  and  i!'.c*‘nhed  parent.  «  i  *•  • 

/i,  *,  /a.  *  I  *  .1  •  /  I  *  lucn  would enli.'^t under  tne  bannew  of  tiieircoun- 

Co  d  y  calculating,  not  whnt  thoir  coiuUru.  hwi  ,  .  u  •  .i  •  et  .•  i 

*  I  *1  II  a  1  trv,  to  serve  henii  the  uour  of  danger — thelede- 

what //irv  arc  to  lo>e,  tlie  cneiiiv  would  still  make  «.  . *  ^  ...  .  ,•  ®  ^  r 

....  .  .•  *  ,  .  ’  -  All  uissuaue  theui.  11  patrotic  sons  of  revo- 

.ttbe.r.!.tcrest,.nso..wjva>  or  oth^  Intionary  sires  would  volunteer  to  serve  their 

with  ind.ireivnce,  wh.lsHi.s  vvusUngsword  spread  o  tinted  field,”  federalists  discour- 

havoc  and  lu.ii  over  th|naud.”  an  advantuse  U 

c  .  r  a  .  i  nn  obuiilcd  bv  the  E.VE.\i — federalists  rcjoice.  1>9 

Frovi  the  Aalinnal  Advocate  of  September  20.  obtaiu’a  victoiiy,  they  weep! 

“  After  a  deal  of  intennediate  verbiage  this  self-  _ 

ftylcd  Leonidas  praises  the  ro  area  ATioN  of  this 

ally  for  not  being  “  a.«le“p  on  thrir  posts  as  were  _  From  the  same. 

the  memorable  defenders  of  the  city  of  Waihing-  Who  is  there,  fellow  citiicens,  that  question^ 


ton.”  We  are  no  moi-e  disposed  to  deprive  the  existence  among  us,  of  the  raukest  toryisra  f 
corporation  of  whntevcr  praist:  they  merit  for  leeii*  uot  tlio  torture  of  dully  liearing  and 
what  they  Aar«  done,  tlian  we  are  to  with-  l>rinciples  originated,  advocated,  and 

hold  the  just  weight  of  cciisire  for  what  Ihei/  ditliiseci  among  us?  its  existence  is  as  palpable 
hare  not  done,  or  unreasonably  delayed  to  ilo.  ***  sunshine,  and  as  extensive  as  oiir  cxiun- 
Bid  we  deem  the  present  time  proper  fur  the  bn-  intrudes  upon  our  domestic  retirement; 

tines.,  we  might  show,  that  the  reproach  of  “a  'f  insults  us  in  public  assemblies;  it  besets  us 
weak  anil  improvident  conduct”  applies  nearer  upon  the  liighwuy,  and  hyc-roads  of  the  nation, 
home  than  Washington,  and  with  much  more  place  fe)o  public,  loo  common  or  sacred,  foe 
farce  than  to  the  constituted  aiithoritirs  with  *1'®  exhibition  ft  its  principles.  Observe  the 
whom  was  entrusted  the  care  of  defending  that  ®'‘0"d  collected  around  the  tavern  iiorth,  the 

street  corner,  or  the  church  door,  anu  “  my  life 
for  it”  the  inlernal  hiad  of  toryism  arises  in  the 
From  the  National  Intelligencer  (the  adwinis-  uiidst  of  it.  Liae  the  spirit  of  natural  corruption, 
Iration  paper  at  irashington,)  ofStpt.  14.  hatJi  it  pervaded  every  rank  ami  class  ol  the  op- 
“  Some  newspapers  are  propagating  a  rmumir  and  noiiung  but  the  redeeming  princi- 

that  Mr,  King,  of  Now-York,  is  p-obably  to  he  P‘«*  i’*puh  icanism  iiave  savo.1  the  republie 
invited  to  a  place  in  the  cabinet,  tor  our  part,  f”'™  ^  hath  even  crept 

disclaiming  all  knowledge  of  w  hat  arrangements  bosoms  ami  stung  to  the  heart,  rnen. 

arc  to  teke  place  iirnm  this  head,  we  are  at  a  lo.>«  "ho  were  once  the  undoubted  champions  of  their 
to  conceive  any  piissible  foumlation  for  such  a  nghts:  soldiers  who  have  figured  in 

reraoiir  aa  this.  Mr.  King,  w  ho  ha.  professed  }l>e  immortal  battles  of  our  liberty :  hciws,  w’ ho 
himself  a  decided  enemy,  to  all  the  principles  on  "  Slory.”  «"  ‘li« 

Which  the  war  is  waged!  Mr.  King,  who  1ms  v«wy  breaches  and  ramparts  of  Uie  revolution, 
done  all  in  his  power  to  render  it  iinsuccsssfiil !  ■' 

RJSCM  TENEAT19  ?  The  follOwiB- 

uovernwir  Mom.'i’s  oration,  ann  was  one  of  the  ^ 

cktef  applauders  of  iu  aho«iinublr  ntenarckisal  plimeat  to  the  president,  has  bee  a  iv.e<t 
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gravely  printe<l  and  reprinted,  in  most  of 
tiie  democratic  pa|>cr8 !  Fact. 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

Tlic  president  on  this  trying  occRston,  has  dis- 
cuveied  great  energy,  and  merits  the  tliaiiks  of 
liiii  country.  He  aj/peareJ  on  the  battle  gruuinl 
I'm  the  ^th  ult.  and  remained  till  U  was  no  Inng- 
er  pnuDEXT  to  coNTtNOK.  He  returned  to  the 
city  as  soon  as  the  enemy  had  fled,  and  roused  the 
cituens  to  resistance,  when  it  was  wished  by  a 
few,  Uke  the  Alexandrians,  to  make  a  disgracefnl 
capitulation,  'i'bns,  through  his  instrumentality, 
the  reputation,  at  least,  of  the  city  bus  been  saved. 

TO  THI  PEOPLE  OF  nUANSSBCEOH. 

Had  1  not  seen  the  proclamation  of  the 
British  Major  General  Brisbane,  which,  (in  the 
infamous  style  of  the  French  regicides)  holds 
out  protection  to  the  people,  and  «leclares  war 
against  their  government :  I  should  yet,  have 
hesitated  to  aiddress  you  in  this  public  man¬ 
ner,  Ibr  1  have  long  felt  the  value  of  the  peace¬ 
ful  obscurity  of  private  life,  have  longknown 
that  to  avoid  censure,  was  to  pass  unobserv¬ 
ed.  But  the  man  who  does  not  feel  indignant 
at  the  offer  of  foreign  interference  in  oiir  do¬ 
mestic  concerns,  is  unworthy  the  name  of 
American.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
gained  (there  are  yet  those  who  remember  at 
liow  great  a  price)  their  freedom,  and  the 
right  to  govern  tlienisclves  ;  they  may  un¬ 
wisely  delegate  their  power  ;  the  trust  may 
be  abused  to  tlieir  undoing ;  the  remedy  is  in 
a  revolution,  which  God  forbid ;  or  to  wait 
patiently  under  alUietioii,  until,  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  a  change  of  rulers  can  be  effect¬ 
ed.  We  spurned  the  French ;  spurnerl  the  Bri¬ 
tish  interierence.  It  is  known  to  you,  that 
I  declined  receiving  an  appointment  in  the  ar¬ 
my  ;  my  viervs  may  have  been  incorrect ;  hut 
when,  in  thcunbicst  moment  of  our  declaring 
war  against  G.  Britian,  I  saw  nothing  but  the 
insidious  friendship,  the  overwhelming,  the  de¬ 
stroying  power  of  the  emperor  of  France,  to 
fear ;  1  could  not  consent  to  raise  my  arm,  fee¬ 
ble  as  it  is,  against  his  adversary,  who,  I  most 
religiously  believed,  in  contending  Ibr  his  own 
existence,  was  virtually  fighting  for  tlie  free¬ 
dom  of  the  United  States.  In  this  belief  I 
lefused  to  Join  the  war  against  the  British 
provinces  of  Canada,  and  never  for  a  moment, 
liavc  I  regretted  that  1  did  refuse. 

The  stupendous  power  of  Bonaparte,  against 
all  calculation,  and  by  more  than  human 
means,  has  been  broken  down  and  dissipaterl. 
And  England  now,  alone,  gives  cause  of  fear 
to  us,  and  to  the  world.  By  what  unhallowed 
arts  or  dire  misfortune,  we  have  fallen  from 
the  proud  eminence  on  which  in  other  times 
we  stood,  into  the  dark  and  deep  abyss,  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  it  is  now,  worse  than 
useless,  to  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  if  we  know 
its  perils,  and  have  fortitude  to  meet  them. 
We  are  strong  in  numbers,  and  I  trust  we 
have  yot,  some  portion  of  our  ancient  virtue. 
It  well  becomes  us  in  a  dark  hour  like  this,  to 


be  silent,  to  I»c  united,  and  to  obey.  For  my¬ 
self,  I  harve  lookeil  and  lingered  in  the  hope 
of  peace ;  it  comes  not :  our  country  is  inva¬ 
ded,  and  I  redeem  the  pledge  I  gave.  In  any 
rank  or  station.  I  iun  at  the  service  of  my  fel¬ 
low  citieens.  Ybu  know  me,  townsmen,  and 
you  know  that  a  strong  sense  of  duty  could 
alone,  have  drawn  that  sentence  from  me.  I 
feel  how  little  worth  my  services  may  be :  the 
fire  of  youth,  and  with  it,  my  ambition,  has 
expirevl.  What  have  I  to  gain?  How 
much  to  lose  in  leaving  those  I  live  for!  If, 
however,  we  shrink  from  opposing  the  inva¬ 
ding  spoiler,  we  may  soon  have  no  hoftio,  no 
children,  nothing  wortJi  protecting.  We  may 
live,  and  have  a  master,  perhaps  an  easy  mas¬ 
ter,  but  we  have  been  used  to  tW'cdom,  and  at 
all  risk,  all  hazard,  I  tmst  we  Will  be  free. 

It  is  said,  I  know  not  how  truly,  that  the 
coinmaniiinggenei'al  of  this  district  has,  with¬ 
out  your  knowledge,  volunteered  your  ser¬ 
vices.  If  this  is  so,  it  shows  the  honourable 
point  of  view  in  which  he  holds  your  patriot¬ 
ism  :  let  him  not  l>c  disappointed.  All  can 
not  go,  but  all  who  have  health  and  strength, 
and  whose  care  and  labour  is  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  preserve  their  families  froiur 
want,  should  set  about  their  preparation. 
There  is  but  one  alternative,  my  friends,  we 
must  prepare  to  do,  or  to  suffer  ;  we  cannot 
hesitate. 

The  militia  laws  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
have  been  most  shamefully  evaded.  How  are 
you  armed  ?  how  disciplined  ?  It  is  dreadfully 
late  to  make  the  inquiry ;  but  it  ought  imme¬ 
diately  to  be  made  ;  and  I  recommend  it  to 
the  authority  of  the  town,  if  necessary,  to  aid 
the  militia  officers  in  ascertaining  how  many 
arms  there  are,  who  has  them,  exempt  or  not 
exempt,  that  those  who  go  may  take  the  best. 
There  are,  thank  Heaven,  very  few  among  us 
so  poor  as  not  to  bo  able  to  equip  themselves. 

If  (ire  arms  are  to  be  procured,  force  your 
men,  officers  procure  them ;  if  not,  get  pikes, 
with  pikes,  brave  men  may  do  good  service. 

A  wooilen  coat,  no  matter  for  the  cut  or  co¬ 
lour,  (the  revolutionary  arnsy  fought  in 
rags.)  vest  and  overalls,  a  spare  pair  of  shoes, 
and  stockings,  blanket,  knapsack  and  canteen, 
will  be  suHicient  for  a  three  months’  tour. 
.\rms  and  accoutrements  are  of  the  greatest 
consequence ;  and  without  silence  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  there  is  nothing ;  to  keep  slKHilder  to 
shoulder  in  your  rank,  to  march  forward  with 
charged  bayonet,  to  load  and  fire  with  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  good  aim,  is  all  tliat  in  the  present 
moment  is  necessary  to  be  Icani^.  Officers 
should  know  how  to  judge  of  distance,  the  Iwll 
that  will  fly  over  an  enemy’s  head  if  he  be 
near,  will  with  the  same  level,  fall  at  his  feet, 
if  at  a  distance.  But  it  is  not  my  province, 
nor  am  I  fit  to  give  instruction.  1  have 
nothing  more  to  say,  than,  that  we  all  have  a 
dear  duty  to  perform,  and  too  much  at  stake,  j 
to  permit  its  being  performed  in  an  inefficient 
manner.  W.  NORTH.  I 

Duaneslurgh,  Sept,  d,  1814.  i 


STATE  PAPERS. 

Wreaty  betmen  thr.  allied  pirtrers  and  his  ma¬ 
jesty  the  Emperor  Pfapnleon. 

Art.  1.  His  majesty  the  Emperor  iVapoIcon 
denounces  for  hitnselt,  his  snccessors,  and  de- 
j  fcendaiits,  as  well  as  for  all  the  members  of 
!  his  tamily,  all  right  of  soyereignty  and  domi- 
[  nion,  as  well  to  the  French  empire,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  as  over  erery  other  countiy. 

Art.  2.  Their  majesties  the  Emperor  Napo¬ 
leon,  and  Maria  liOui«a  shall  retain  their 
titles  ami  rank,  to  be  enjoyed  during  their 
Hyes.  The  mother,  the  brothers,  sisters,  ne- 
l|  phews,  and  nieces  of  the  emperor,  shall  also 

j  retain,  whereyer  they  may  reside,  the  titles 

of  princes  and  princesses  of  his  family, 
j  Art.  3.  The  isle  of  Elba,  adopted  by  his 
I  majesty  the  Emperor  Nap<){leon  as  the  place 

I  of  his  residence,  shall  form,  during  liis  life,  a 

:  separate  principality,  which  s'jall  be  possessed 

I'  by  him  in  full  soyereignty  and  property; 
there  shall  be  besides  granted,  in  full  proper¬ 
ty  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  an  annual  reve- 
I  iiue  of  2,000,000  fi-ancs,  in  rent-charge,  in  the 
(  great  book  of  France,  of  wliicii  i,000,(K)0 
shall  be  in  reyersion  for  the  empress. 

I  Art.  4.  The  dutchics  of  Parma,  Placentia, 
|;  and  Gua.stella  shall  be  granted,  in  lull  property 
and  soyereignty,  to  her  majesty  the  Empress 
Ma  lia  liouisa;  they  shall  pass  by  her  sou,  and 
to  the  descendants  on  the  right  line.  The 
prince  her  son,  shall  from  hencetbrtli  take  the 
title  of  prince  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guas- 
lella. 

Art.  5.  All  the  powers  engage  to  employ 
their  good  offices  to  cause  to  be  respected  by 
the  Barhary  powers,  the  flag  and  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  isle  of  Elba,  for  which  pur{)osc 
the  relations  with  the  Barbary  powers  shall 
be  assimilated  tw  tliosc  with  France. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  rescryed  in  the  terri¬ 
tories  hereby  renounced  to  his  majesty  Uie 
Emperor  Napoleon,  for  himself  and  his  family, 
domains  or  rent-charges  in  the  great  book  of 
France,  producing  a  revenue,  clear  of  all  de¬ 
ductions  and  charges,  of  2,.500,0lX)  traiies. 
These  domains  or  rents  shall  belong,  in  full 
property,  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  the}  shall 
think  fit,  to  the  princes  ami  princesses  of  his 
lamily,  and  shall  be  divided  amongst  them  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  revenue  of  each  shall 


^le  in  the  following  proportion,  viz.  Francs. 

*  To  .Madame  Mere,  300,000 

•To  King  Joseph  and  his  queen,  500,0(X) 

To  King  Louis,  2<)0,000 

To  the  queen  of  llortcuse  and  to 

her  children,  •  400,000 

To  King  Jerome  and  his  queen,  .'500,000 

To  the  Princess  Filiza,  3(X),000 

To  the  Princess  Paulina.  .^10,000 

The  princes  and  princesses  of  the  liouse  of 


the  Emperor  Napoleon  shall  retain,  besides 
their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  of 
whatever  nature  it  may  be,  which  they  shall 
lu.'sscss  by  individual  ami  public  right,  and 


the  rents  of  which  they  shall  enjoy,  also  at 
individuals. 

Art.  7.  The  annual  pension  of  the  Empress 
Josephine  shall  be  reduced  to  1,000,000,  in 
domains,  or  in  inscriptions,  in  the  great  book 
of  F'rance;  she  shall  continue  to  enjoy,  ia 
full  property,  all  her  private  property,  move- 
able  and  immoveable,  with  power  to  dispose 
of  it  conformably  to  the  French  laws. 

Art.  8.  I'here  shall  be  granted  to  Prince 
Eugene,  viceroy  of  Italy,  a  suitable  establish¬ 
ment  out  of  France. 

Art.  9.  The  property  which  his  majesty 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  possesses  in  France, 
either  as  extraordinary  domain,  or  as  private 
domain,  attached  to  the  crown,  the  funds 
placed  by  the  emperor,  either  in  the  great 
iKiok  of  France,  in  the  bank  of  France,  in  the 
actions  des  fbrets,  or  in  any  other  manner, 
and  w  hich  his  majesty  abandons  to  the  crown, 
shall  be  reserved  as  a  capital  which  shall  not 
exceed  2,000,000,  to  be  expended  in  gratifica¬ 
tions  in  favour  of  such  persons,  whose  names 
shall  be  contained  in  a  list  to  be  signed  by  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  and  which  shall  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  French  government. 

Art.  10.  All  the  crown  diamonds  shall  re¬ 
main  in  France. 

Art.  11.  His  majesty  the  Emperor  Napo¬ 
leon  shall  return  to  the  treasury,  and  to  the 
other  public  chests,  all  the  sums  and  cflects 
that  shall  have  been  taken  out  by  his  orders, 
with  the  exception  of  what  has  been  appro¬ 
priated  from  the  civil  list. 

Art.  12.  The  debts  of  the  household  of  bis 
majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  such  as  they 
were  on  the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  present 
treaty,  shall  be  immediately  discharged  out 
of  the  arrears  due  by  the  public  treasury  to 
the  civil  list,  according  to  a  list,  which  shall 
be  signed  by  a  commissioner  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Art.  13.  The  obligations  of  the  Mount  Na-  ^ 
poleon  of  Milan,  towards  all  the  creditors, 
ivliethcr  Frenchmen  or  foreigners,  shall  be 
exactly  fulfilled,  unless  there  shall  be  any 
change  made  in  this  respect. 

Art.  14.  There  shall  be  given  all  tlie  ne¬ 
cessary  passports  for  a  free  passage  of  his 
majesty  the  Emperor  Na|>oleon,  or  of  the 
empress,  the  princes  and  princesses,  and  all 
the  pci’sons  of  their  suites  who  wish  to  ac¬ 
company  them,  or  to  establish  themselves 
out  of  France  :  as  well  for  the  passage  of  all 
the  eqiii|inges,  Imnses,  and  etfeets  belonging 
to  them.  The  allied  powei's  shall  in  conse¬ 
quence  furnish  officers  and  men  for  escorts. 

Art.  l.l.  Tlie  French  imperial  guard  shall 
furnish  a  detachment  of  from  l2tK)  to  1.500 
men,  of  all  arms,  to  serve  as  an  escort  to  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  to  St.  Trojies,  the  place 
of  his  embarkation. 

Art.  It).  There  shall  be  furnished  a  cor¬ 
vette  and  the  necessary  transport  vessels,  to 
convey  to  the  place  of  his  destination,  hia, 
majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  end  his  house- 
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bold,  and  the  corvette  shall  belong,  in  full 
pro|ierty,  to  his  ni:ij<-stj  the  emperor. 

Art.  17.  The  Kmpemr  Napoleon  shall  be 
allowed  to  take  with  him,  and  retain  as  his 
guard,  400  men,  volunteers,  as  well  ofiH;crs,  as 
sub-ofTirers  and  soldiers. 

Art.  18.  No  P'reurhman,  who  shall  have 
followed  the  Kaiperor  Napoleon,  or  his  family, 
shall  be  held  to  forfeit  his  right  as  such,  by 
not  returning  to  France  within  three  years  ; 
at  least  they  shall  not  be  comprised  in  the 
exceptions  which  the  French  goveriurient  re¬ 
serve.)  to  itself  to  grant  after  the  e.xpiration 
of  that  term. 

Art.  19.  The  Polish  troops  of  all  arms,  in 
the  service  of  France,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
return  home,  and  shall  retain  their  arms  and 
l>aggage  as  a  testimony  of  their  honourable 
services.  The  ofTieers,  sub-officers,  and  sol¬ 
diers,  shall  retain  the  decorations  which  have 
lieen  granted  to  them,  and  the  pensions  an¬ 
nexed  to  those  decoration!). 

Art.  20.  The  high  allied  powers  guarantee 
the  execution  of  all  the  articles  of  the  present 
treaty,  and  engage  to  obtain  that  it  shall  be 
adopted  and  gyarantied  by  France. 

Art.  21.  The  present  act  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged  at  Paris  with¬ 
in  two  days,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

Done  at  Paris  the  11th  April,  1814. 


(L.  S.' 

I  The  Prince  Mrltemich, 

(L.  S.' 

1  J.  P.  Coinpte  de  ktadton. 

(L.  S. 

)  Andre  Coinpte  dc  RasmtmoffsJnf, 

(L.  S. 

)  Chas.  Robert  Comptc  de  Nesselrode, 

L.  S.1 

1  Castlereagh, 

(L.  S. 

1  Chas.  Auguste  Baron  de  Hardenberg, 

(L.  S. 

I  Marshal  Ney, 

(L.  S.^ 

)  Caulincourt. 

Papers  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

£xtract  of  a  despatch  from  Viscount  Castlereagh 
to  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  dated  Paris,  April 
IS,  1814, 

•'  I  desired,  however,  to  decline,  on  the 
part  of  my  government,  being  more  than  an 
acceding  party  to  the  treaty ;  and  declared, 
that  the  act  of  accession  on  the  part  ofGreat- 
Britain  could  not  go  beyond  the  territorial  ar¬ 
rangements  proposed  in  the  treaty.’* 

Extract  of  a  protocol.  “  Paris,  April  10, 1814. 

“  The  plenipotentiaries  of  his  majesty  to 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  those  of  the  al¬ 
lied  powers,  being  assembled  that  day,  have 
agreed  upon  the  articles  of  the  treaty  which 
determines  the  arrangements  relative  to  the 
Fimperor  Napoleon  and  his  family. 

“  Lord  Castlereagh,  minister  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majesty,  declared,  that  England  could  not 
become  a  party  to  the  said  treaty  ;  but  he 
promised  to  give  in  the  act  of  accession  of  bis 
court,  with  the  least  delay,  to  so  much  as  con¬ 
cerns  the  free  [tossessioii  of  the  island  of  Elba, 
and  the  Duchies  of  Farma,  Placentia  and 
Guastella.  Lord  Castlereagh  also  promised 


to  give  the  necessary  passports  and  securities 
for  the  voyage.” 

Copy  of  a  despatch  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to 
Earl  ^Ihurst.  “  Paris,  April  27, 1814. 

“  My  lord — I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  yonr  lordship  an  act  which  1  have  this  day 
executed  here,  containing  the  accession  of 
Great-Britain  to  certain  parts  of  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  with  respect  to  the  family 
and  person  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  I  am 
&c.  (Signed)  CASTLEREAGH.” 

Certified  copy  of  the  act  of  accession,  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain  to  the  treaty  with  respect  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  April  27, 1814. 

“  Whereas,  their  imperial  and  royal  majes¬ 
ties,  the  emperor  of  Austria,  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia ;  the  emperor  of  all  the  Kussiu:;, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  have  entered  i  nto  a 
treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  11th  of  April 
of  the  present  year,  for  the  purpose  of  grant¬ 
ing,  tor  such  respective  (wtriods  as  in  the  .«aid 
treaty  arc  meiitinned,  to  the  person  and  tiuni- 
I  ly  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  the  piisse.ssion  in 
sovereignty  of  the  island  of  Elba,  and  the 
duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guastella, 
and  fur  all  other  purposes ;  which  treaty  has 
l)een  communicated  to  the  prince  regent  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  ami  Ire¬ 
land,  liy  the  ministers  of  their  imperial  and 
royal  majesties,  the  emperor  of  Austria,  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  emperor  of  all 
the  Russias,  and  the  king  of  Prussia  ;  who  in 
the  name  of  their  respective  sovereigns,  have 
jointly  invited  the  prince  regent  to  accede  to 
the  same,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
majesty. 

”  His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
having  full  knowledge  of  the  centeuts  of  the 
said  treaty,  accedes  to  the  same,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  as  far  as  re¬ 
spects  the  stipulations  relative  to  the  posses¬ 
sion  in  sovereignty  of  the  island  of  Elba,  and 
also  of  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and 
Guastella.  But  his  royal  highness  is  not  to 
l)e  considered,  by  this  act  of  accession,  to  have 
became  a  party  in  the  name  of  his  majesty, 
to  any  of  the  other  provisions  and  stipula¬ 
tions  contained  tlierein. 

“  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Paris,  this 
27th  day  of  April,  in  tiie  year  of  our  Lord 
1814. 

“  By  command  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  majesty, 

(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH.” 

From  the  Alexandria  Gazette. 

IN  COUNCIL, 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1814. 

Present — Thomas  Herbert,  President ;  Joho 
Ginl,  Andrew  Flemming,  Henry  Nicholson,  J. 
R.  Patton,  John  Collagen,  James  Minan,  John 
Hunter,  Reuben  .Tohnston,  R,  I,  Taylor,  Wm. 
Vcitch,  Anthony  Rhodes. 
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The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy,  and  of  the  circumsUtnces 
connected  with  that  unfortunate  transaction,  hav¬ 
ing  been  submitted  to  council  and  duly  considered 
and  examined,  the  council  do  unanimously  <x>n<ur 
therein,  and  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  that  it  be 
published  in  both  of  the  papers  printed  in  this 
city. 

THOMAS  HERBERT,  President. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Tigilance, 
thisTth  of  September,  1814. 

Prrsenl — Charles  Simms,  Mayor ;  Joseph  Dean, 
Matthew  Rohtiison,  Jonah  Thompson,  William 
Herbert,  Thomas  V^owell,  Edmund  I.  Lee. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
the  town  of  Alexandria  by  the  British  squadron, 
was  submitted  to  the  committee,  w'ho  upon  ex¬ 
amining  the  same,  unanimously  concur  in  it. 

CHARLES  SIMMS,  Chairman. 

Thos.  Voweli.,  Sec’ry. 

A  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a  due 
regard  fur  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  have  induced  the  municipal  authorities  of 
the  town,  to  exhibit  to  the  puldic  a  faithful  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by  the 
British  8(|uadron  under  tJie  command  of  Captain 
Gordon,  together  with  the  causes  which  led  to 
that  distressing  event. 

To  t!u>sc  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  condition  of  Alexandria,  in  regard  to  its 
means  of  defence,  it  will  be  proper  to  state,  that 
it  is  situate  in  the  districtuf  Columbia,  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  about  six  miles 
below  the  City  of  Washington;  the  depth  of 
water  admitting  large  frigates  to  come  tothc 
very  wharves  of  the  town. 

It  is  totally  destitute  of  fortifications  of  any 
kind,  and  its  protection  again.st  inv.asioii  by  wa¬ 
ter,  depended  entirely  upon  a  fort  about  six  miles 
below  the  town,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Fort  Warburton,  which  was  exclusively  under 
.the  control  of  the  government  of  the  Iluited 
States. 

About  the  month  of  July  last,  it  was  announ¬ 
ced  that  General  Winder  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  tenth  military  di.strict  of  the 
United  States,  compreheiidiiig  the  district  of 
Columbia,  and  a  portion  of  the  adjoining  states  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  including  the  city  of 
Baltimore. 

In  consequence  of  reports  that  tijc  enemy  con¬ 
templated  an  attack  upon  the  city  of  Wa.shiag- 
ton,  the  principal  authority  of  Alexandria 
thoiiglit  it  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
vigilance  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  approaches  of  the  enemy,  and  of  ob¬ 
taining  assistance  and  advice  as  to  the  measures 
wliicii  it  miglit  be  proper  to  pursue  for  protection 
and  defence.  As  soon  as  tiie  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  they  caused  representations  to  be  made 
to  General  Winder  of  the  defenceless  condition 
of  the  town,  and  earnestly  eiiteated  that  some . 
measures  should  be  taken  fur  its  protection. 
General  Winder  was  callbd  on  because  it  had 
been  distinctly  understood  tUat  the  secretary  of 
war  would  receive  our  communications  through  | 
■this  channel  only.  From  General  AViiider,  every 
assurance  was  made  that  could  have  been  wished, 
that  every  thing  in  liis  power  should  be  done  for 


the  protection  of  the  town.  His  means,  however, 

I  were  very  inconsiderable — he  had  no  money  to 
expend  in  fortifications  or  even  in  the  erection  of 
batteries  ;  and  unless  some  defence  of  tills  .-ti'n 
could  be  obtained,  the  town  would  be  exposed  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  if  he  should  approach  i-y 
water,  and  should  succeed  in  passing  the  fort. 
The  committee  of  vigdance  was  duly  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  providing  some  adequate 
defence  against  an  attack  by  water,  and  some  of 
its  members,  under  the  authority  of  Uiecomuiittee, 
had  repeated  interviews  with  General  Winder  ou 
this  subject ;  in  one  of  them,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  was  present,  and  be  was  distinctly 
given  to  understand,  that  unless  there  was  provi¬ 
ded  an  mlcquate  defence  for  the  town,  it  would  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  would  be  compell- 
eii  to  make  the  best  terms  in  its  power.  These 
representations  and  requests  produced  no  other  ef^ 
feet  than  the  repetition  of  the  assurance  of  an 
earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  General  Winder  to 
afford  every  assistance  in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  August,  a  levy  en  masse,  was 
made  of  the  militia  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Alexandria,  and  on  the  !20th  and  21st  they  were 
ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac,  and  stationed  be¬ 
tween  Piscataway  and  Fort  Warburton.  They 
took  with  them  all  the  artillery  which  had  been 
mounted  at  the  expence  of  the  corporation,  ex¬ 
cept  two  twelve  pounders,  which  were  left  witlv* 
out  ammunition,  and  nearly  all  the  arms  beloug- 
ing  to  the  town.  They  left  no  men,  but  the  ex¬ 
empts,  from  age  and  others  causes,  and  a  few  who 
had  not  reported  themselves  or  had  found  substi¬ 
tutes,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  after  their  dc- 
|Kirtiire,  one  hundred  effective  armed  men  could 
liave  been  mustered  in  town.  The  tw'o  iron 
!  twelve  pounders  remained  until  the  25th,  when 
Alexandria  beiiig  open  to  the  enemy,  then  in 
full  {lossession  of  Washingta.n,  they  were  remov¬ 
ed  at  some  distance  from  the  town  by  orders  re¬ 
ceived  from  General  Young. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th,  the  Alexandria  mili¬ 
tia  were  ordered  to  recross  the  Potomac  ;  they  did 
so,  and  were  marched  through  the  town  without 
halting,  into  the  country,  and  without  giving  in¬ 
formation  to  the  authorities  or  inhabitants  of  the 
place  of  their  destination,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th,  when  the  fleet  approached,  the  munici¬ 
pal  authorities  of  the  town  knew  not  where  tliey 
were.  It  has  since  appeaix-d  that  they  were  then 
stationed  about  nineteen  miles  from  town  by  the 
orders  of  General  Winder.  It  is  here  proper  to 
state  that  General  Winder  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  informed  the  meuibert  of  the  committee  of 
vigilance  who  waited  on  him,  that  he  could  send 
no  part  of  the  forces  with  him  to  Alexandria,  but 
that  he  had  ordered  General  Young  to  crossover 
to  Alexandria,  if  practicable,  if  not,  to  fail  dow  n 
the  river.  The  committee  of  vigilance  on  receiv¬ 
ing  this  information,  sent  boats  over  to  the  ida- 
ryland  shore  sufficient  in  number  to  bring  over 
the  whole-of  General  Yi  iing’s  force  at  once  ;  but 
wlien  the  boats  reached  liim,  be  had  received  or¬ 
ders  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  retain  his  posi¬ 
tion,  as  General  Young  in  communication  to  the 
mayor  stated. 

The  committee  of  vigilance,  despairing  of  .»»y 
assistance  from  the  general  government,  and  ha> 
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vln!;  infomation  of  the  rapid  approach  of  the  ene*  the  prof^rew  of  the  squadron,  and  on  the  nem» 
my  towards  the  capital  by  land,  and  that  their  inii;  of  the  !£flth  it  ptisseil  the  ruins  of  the  fort  on 
•qiiadron  M’as  approaching  Alexandria  by  water,  its  way  to  the  town ;  their  barges  had  sounded  a 
deemed  itdheir  duty  to  recommend  to  Uie  com*  considerable  distance  aliove.  Altoiit  ten  o'clock 
mon  council  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect :  of  the  morning  of  the  28tli,  after  the  stpiadron  wat 
“  That  ill  case  the  IVitish  vessels  should  pass  alnive  the  fort,  the  committee  apjioiuted  by  tbo 
the  fort,  or  their  forces  approach  the  town  by  council  to  bear  the  flag  to  tlie  ruemy,  in  cast  Iheif 
land,  and  there  should  be  no  tufficienl  force  on  should  pass  the.  fort,  set  out  upon  their  mission, 
our  part  to  oppose  them,  with  any  reasonable  and  proceeded  to  the  ship  commanded  by  Captain 
prospect  of  success,  they  should  appoint  a  commit-  Gordon.  ITiey  requested  to  know  w  hat  his  ins 
tec  to  carry  a  flag  to  the  officer  cuninmiidiiig  the  tentions  were  in  regani  to  the  town  cf  Alexan* 
enemy’s  force  about  to  attack  the  town,  and  tiria.  They  were  informed  by  Captain  Gordon 
to  jirocure  the  best  terms  for  tlte  safety  of  per-  that  he  would  communicate  his  terms  when  he 
eons,  houses  and  property,  in  their  power.”  This  cniiic  opposite  the  town.  But  he  assured  them, 
Tecomuiendation  was  made  on  the  day  of  the  bat-  that  in  the  mean  time,  if  the  squadron  was  not 
tie  at  Bladeiisburgh,  and  on  the  sanus  day  was  molested  by  the  inhabitants,  the  persons,  houses 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  common  council.  and  furniture  of  the  citizens  should  not  be  injur* 
The  battle  of  Bladensbiirgh  having  terniina-  ed.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  flag 
ted  in  the  defeat  of  our  troops,  and  General  Win-  was  the  mayor.  Upon  his  return  from  the  si(uad- 
der  ha"eing  been  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  ca-  roii  he  was  informed  that  a  small  detachment  of 
piial  towards  Montgomery  Court  House,  about  cavalry  from  the  army  of  General  Huugerford 
fifteen  miles  to  the  west  of  it,  the  city  of  W<ish-  bad  been  in  town,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
ington  was  left  in  the  entire  possession  of  the  connoitering  the  enemy;  that  it  had  remained 
enemy.  The  citizens  of  Alexandria  saw  no-  but  a  short  time.  Upon  inquiry  it  was  under* 
thing  to  impede  the  march  of  the  British  to  their  stooil  tliat  the  army  of  General  Hungerford  was 
town  ;  saw  nothing  to  restrain  thrin  from  com-  at  that  time  altout  16  miles  from  Alexandria,  on 
milting  the  must  brutal  outrages  upon  the  female  its  march  to  that  place,  having  followed  the  Briti.di 
portion  of  the  society,  having  neither  arms  nor  squadron  along  the  sl’.ores  of  the  Potomac  a  great 
men  to  make  defence  with ;  the  president  of  the  part  of  its  way  up.  'The  force  of  Geiiecpl  Hun- 
United  Mates  and  the  heads  of  the  departments  gerford  was  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
were  absent,  and  it  was  not  known  where  they  with  two  or  three  small  pieces  of  artillery,  not 
■were  to  be  found  ;  no  military  commander  or  calculated  to  nttbrd  any  protection  to  the  town, 
officer  of  the  general  government  was  jircsent  to  The  municipal  authority  of  the  town  had  re¬ 
direct  or  advise.  ceived  no  ailvices  of  the  approach  of  this  army  ; 

in  this  state  of  things  it  W'as  considered  by  the  and  after  the  return  of  the  ling,  it  was  too  late  to 
common  council  as  their  duty  to  send  a  flag  to  enter  into  any  arrangements  with  General  Huii* 
the  British  commander  at  Washington,  to  know  geiiurd  for  defence,  be  was  too  distant  to  afford 
what  treatment  might  be  expected  from  him  in  relief  ' 

case  his  troops  should  appixmch  Alexandria,  and  The  squadron  having  suspended  its  aproach  to 
fhould  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  the  town,  did  nut  reach  it  untillhe  evening  of  this 
town.  Admiral  Cockbiini,  to  whomthe  comiiiu- 1  day.  On  the  morning  ol  the  next  day,  to  wit, 
rication  was  made,  assured  the  very  respectable  tl9th  of  August,  itarraiigetl  itself  along  the  town, 
gentlemenwho  bore  that  flag,  that  private  pro-  so  as  to  comniand  it  fi-om  one  extremity  to  the 
perty  of  all  descriptions  should  be  respected,  that  I  other.  The  force  consisted  of  tw'o  frigates,  to 
It  was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and  some  wit,  the  Seahorse,  rating  38  guns,  and  j-iury  alus, 
Hour  might  be  waiitotl,but  that  whatever  they  rating  36  guns,  two  rocket  ships,  of  18  guns  each, 
did  take  should  be  paid  for.  two  bomb  ships,  of  8  guns  each,  and  a  schooner  of 

While  these  things  were  going  on  in  the  city  guns,  which  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
•f  Washington,  the  British  squadron  had  been  the  wharves,  and  the  bouses  so  situated  that  they 
jcrailually  ascending  the  Potomac,  and  on  the  might  have  been  laid  in  ashes  in  a  few  minutes. 
Sitliof  August,  three  days  after  the  battle  at  Bla-  About  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th 
densburgh,  it  reached  Fort  VI  arburton.  >'o  Captain  Gordon  sent  to  the  mayor  the  following 
change  hod  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  means  terms. 

of  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria.  Up-  [Here  follows  Capt.  Gordon’s  letter  stating  (ia 
on  the  fori  did  the  safety  of  Alexandria  now  en-  seven  articles)  the  tenns  on  which  Alexandria 
Circ'y  decend.  'I'he  citizens  looked  with  great  should  be  (ireserved.  Fur  this  letter,  see  KxainU 
anxie' •  to  this  noiut  for  protection.  Bet  to  ncr  No.  16,  p.  261. 

their  great  surprise  ard  mortification,  and  with-  li|ion  the  mayor’s  receiving  them  he  sent  for 
OUi  the  concurrence  or  wish  of  the  municipal  aii-  the  members  of  tiic  comiiiittee  of  vigilance.  These 
thority  of  the  town,  or  of  any  meinlicr  of  it,  the  tenns  w  ere  borne  by  one  of  the  uffivers  of  Captaia 
fort  MUI  abandoned  and  the  magazine  blown  tip  (iordon’s  frigate, who  stated,  but  one  hour  was  al- 
liy  the  U  nited  States’  garrison  on  the  evening  of  lowed  him  to  wait  for  a  reply  to  them.  Upon  their 
the  tlth,  withoi.i  firing  a  single  gnn.  I’he  cor-  being  read  by  the  mayor  and  coromitlcc,  it  was 
Tesnondeiice  between  the  secretary  ot  war  and  observed  to  the  officer,  by  tlie  mayor  and  one  of 
the  ^minandcr  at  the  fort,  shows  by  what  au-  the  committee,  that  it  would  be  impossible  that 
thority  he  acted.  the  common  council  could  accede  to  several  of 

This  reiiiuiiosh  went  of  the  fort  decided  the  them — that  the  municipal  authority  of  the  town 
(ijile  of  Alexauui  la.  Nothing  was  left  to  oppose  bud  no  power  to  recall  the  inercUumlisc  that  had 
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bMO  sent  out  subsequent  to  tl»e  19th  of  August. 
The  reply  of  the  officer  was,  in  that  case  it  wofihl 
not  be  expected.  He  was  further  iiifuriued  that 
it  could  not  be  in  tlic  power  of  the  coniutun  coun¬ 
cil  to  compel  the  citizens  to  assist  in  getting  up 
the  sunken  vessels.  The  officer  answered  that 
their  sailors  would  then  do  it.  He  was  retjuired 
to  explain  what  was  intended  by  the  terras  of 
merchandize  as  usual,  in  the  4th  article.  He  an¬ 
swered  it  was  intended  to  embrace  that  species  of 
merchandise  only  which  was  intended  for  ex¬ 
portation,  such  as  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  bate 
p)ods.  Sic. 

The  mayor  and  one  of  the  committee  requested 
to  know  whether  the  coraraorlore  intended  to  re¬ 
tire  a  delivery  of  any  more  of  the  merchandise 
than  he  could  take  away  with  him.  He  answered 
H  would  not  be  requir^.  This  explanation  was 
tfterwanls  recognized  by  Ca|>tainC>ordou.  With 
the.se  verbal  explanations  the  preceding  terras 
were  submitteil  to  the  common  council.  It  will  be 
here  proper  to  remark  that  when  llicse  terms  were 
proposed  and  submited  to  the  common  council. 
General  Hungerford  had  not  arrived  with  his  ar- 
I  my,  nor  did  it  reach  the  suburbs  of  tlie  town  until 
(he  night  of  that  day.  Hie  town  was  still  with- 
ont  any  means  of  defence,  and  it  was  evident  that 
■0  defence  could  avail,  but  tl)at  species  of  force 
which  would  be  calculated  to  drive  the  ships  from 
their  moorings.  No  coramnnications  Imd  been 
I  received  fmm  the  officers  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  town  appeared  to  be  abandoned  to 
Its  fate.  Under  these  circumstances  the  common 
council  could  have  no  hesitation  as  to  the  coiurse 
1  to  be  pursued  The  citizens  of  the  town,  of  all 
descriptions,  with  an  immense  value  of  property, 
were  entirely  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  whose 
naval  cunuimnder,  according  to  the  proclamation 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  dated  on 
the  first  of  September,  has  declared  his  “  purpose 
to  be  to  employ  the  force  under  his  direction,  in 
destroying  and  laying  W'uste  such  towns  and  dis¬ 
tricts  upon  the  coa.st  as  may  lie  found  assailable.” 
A  similar  declaration  had  been  made  by  Captuiu 
Goriinn  to  the  committee  who  bore  the  flag. 
Against  the  attack  of  such  an  enemy  was  the 
(OW'D  of  Alexandria  exposed,  without  any  means 
of  defence  whatever.  'Flie  people  of  the  town  were 
*t  his  mercy,  and  compelled  to  yield  to  such 
terms  as  the  “  victor”  might  think  fit  to  prescribe. 
If  the  members  of  the  municipal  authority  and 
citizens  of  (he  town  had  given  loose  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  indignation  which  the  occasion  had  exci¬ 
ted,  and  had  sacrificed  the  town,  and  exposed 
r  their  wives  and  daughters  to  the  wanton  in.sults 
f  of  an  unrestrained  enemy,  they  would  have  be- 
tnyed  their  trust  and  have  d(^>lored  the  conse¬ 
quences. 

I  The  common  council,  therefore,  were  obliged  to 
field  submission  to  the  terms  as  ex|iliuiied,  and 
aid  thereupon  pass  and  publi.sh  the  following  re- 
tuliition : 

“  Rcsulnd,  lliat  the  common  council  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  in  assenting  to  the  conditions  offered  by 
the  commander  of  (he  British  squadron  now  off 
the  town,  has  acted  from  the  impulse  of  irre.sisti- 
ble  necessity,  and  S4)lely  from  a  regard  to  llte 
wrelfarc  of  the  town.  That  it  considers  the  as- 
I  Hut  hy  it  given  as  only  funui'.l,  iuasuiuvli  us  the 
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enemy  already  had  it  in  their  power  to  enforce  w 
compliance  with  their  dcuuiiid  by  a  stuziire  of  th« 
property  rcquiresl  from  us  ;  and  believing  tli« 
safety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  of  their 
dwellings,  and  of  such  property  as  is  not  com¬ 
prehended  within  the  requisition,  to  depend 
entirely  upon  the  observance  of  the  terms  ot* 
it,  tlie  rommoii  council  recommends  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  an  acquiescence ;  at  the  same  time 
it  does  expressly  disclaim  the  }>ower  of  doing 
any  act  on  its  own  |»art  to  entbree  compliance  ; 
its  authority  in  this  particular  being  limited 
to  recommendation  only.” 

In  the  execution  of  the  terms  imposed  hr 
the  enemy,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  verbal 
explanations  mailc  by  the  officer  to  the  mayor, 
were  geiieially  adhered  to.  No  merchandise 
was  required  to  be  brought  hack  to  the  town ; 
no  assistance  was  required  of  or  offered  by  tlio 
citizens  in  getting  up  the  .sunken  vessels.  The 
depredations  of  the  enemy,  with  a  few  excep¬ 
tions,  were  conlincd  to  flour,  cottou  aud  tobac¬ 
co,  which  they  carried  off  iu  some  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  then  at  the  town.  Only  one  vessel  was 
burnt;  no  private  dwelling  was  visited  or  eii- 
Icrcd  in  a  rude  or  hostile  manner ;  nor  were 
citizens  personally  exposed  to  insult. 

The  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  will  not  exceed  the  following:  three 
ships,  three  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  cralt, 
the  number  of  wtiicli  lias  not  been  ascertain¬ 
ed;  all  of  which  were  carried  away,  and  one 
ship  burnt.  The  quantity  of  flour  carried 
away,  it  is  believed,  will  not  e.xcced  sixteen 
thousand  barrels — about  one  thousand  hogs¬ 
heads  of  tobacco,  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of 
cotton,  and  of  wine,  sugar  aud  other  articles, 
uot  mure  than  five  thousand  dollars  worth. 


Washington  City,  September  20. 
This  day  the  president  of  the  United  States 
transmitted  to  congress,  by  Mr.  Edward 
Coles,  bis  secretary,  the  following 
MESSAGE : 

Fellum  eilisens  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
JiuofC  of  Hepresentatke*, 

Notwithstanding  the  early  day  which  bad 
been  fixed  for  your  session  of  the  present 
year,  I  was  induced  to  call  you  together  still 
sooner,  as  well  that  any  inadequacy  in  the 
existing  provisions  for  the  wants  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  might  be  supplied,  as  that  no  delay 
might  happen  iu  providing  for  the  result  of 
the  negotiations  on  foot  with  Great-Britain, 
whether  it  sliould  require  arrangements 
adapted  to  a  return  of  peace,  or  further  and 
more  effective  provisions  for  prosecuting  tlie 
war. 

That  result  is  not  yet  known.  If,  on  one 
hand,  the  repeal  of  tlie  orders  in  comieil,  and 
the  general  pacitieation  in  Europe,  which 
withdrew  the  wxasion  on  which  impressments 
from  American  vessels  were  pi-actiseil,  sug¬ 
gest  e.xi)ectations  that  peace  and  amity  may 
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be  re-^jrtablishcd ;  we  are  romprllvd,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  the  refusal  of  the  British  go- 
Terjment  to  arcept  the  oflercd  mediation  of 
the  em|>eror  of  Russia,  by  the  delays  in 
giving  efiert  to  its  own  prn{>o..al  of  a  direct 
negotiation,  and  above  all,  by  the  principles 
and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  now  avowed* 
ly  carried  on,  to  infer  that  a  spirit  of  hostility 
is  indulged  more  violent  than  ever,  against 
the  righU  and  prosperity  of  this  country. 

This  increased  violation  is  best  explained  by 
the  two  important  circumstances,  that  the 
great  contest  of  Enro|>e,  for  an  equilibrium 
guarantying  all  its  states  against  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  any,  has  been  closed  without  any  check 
«in  the  overbearing  power  of  Great-Bi'itain  on 
the  ocean ;  and  that  it  has  left  in  her  hands 
disposable  armaments,  with  which,  (orgotting 
the  difficulties  of  a  remote  war  against  a  free 
people;  and  yielding  to  the  intoxication  of 
success,  with  the  example  of  a  great  victim  to 
it  before  her  eyes,  she  cherishes  liopcs  of  sti’l 
further  aggrandiEinga|H)wer  already  formida¬ 
ble  in  its  abuses  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  ci¬ 
vilized  and  comnnwrial  world. 

But  whatever  may  have  inspired  the  enemy 
with  these  more  violent  piirjioses,  the  public 
oouncils  of  a  nation,  more  ahle  to  maintain 
than  it  was  to  acquire  its  independence,  and 
with  a  devotion  to  it  rendered  more  ardent  by 
the  experience  of  its  blessings  can  nevcfr  de¬ 
liberate  but  on  the  means  most  effectiial  for 
defeating  the  extravagant  views  of  unwarrant¬ 
able  passions,  with  which  alone  the  war  can 
now  be  pursued  against  us. 

In  the  event  of  the  present  campaign,  the 
enemy,  with  his  augmented  means,  and  wan¬ 
ton  use  of  them,  has  little  groiiud  for  exulta¬ 
tion,  unless  he  can  feel  it  in  the  success  of  iiis 
recent  enterprise  against  this  metropolis  and 
the  neighitoin'ing  town  of  Alexandria;  from 
both  of  which  bis  retreats  were  as  precipitate, 
as  his  attempts  were  l)old  and  fortunate-  In 
his  other  incursions  on  our  Atlantic  frontier, 
bis  progress,  often  checked  and  chastised,  by 
the  martial  spirit  of  the  neighiMniring  citizens, 
has  had  more  cflTect  in  distressing  individuals, 
and  in  dishonouring  his  arms,  than  in  promo¬ 
ting  any  object  of  legitimate  warfare.  And  in 
the  instances  mentioned,  however  <leeply  to  be 
regretted  on  our  part,  he  will  find,  in  liis  tran¬ 
sient  success,  which  internijitcd  for  a  moment 
only  the  ordinary  public  business  at  the  scat  of 
government,  no  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
character  with  the  world,  by  his  violation  of 
private  property,  and  by  his  destruction  of 
public  edifices,  protected  as  moiuiments  of  the 
arts  by  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

On  our  side  we  can  appeal  to  a  series  of 
acliievments,  which  have  given  new  lustre  to 
tile  .American  arms.  Besides  the  brilliant  in¬ 
cidents  in  the  minor  operations  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  splendid  victories  gained  on  tlie 
t'anadian  side  of  the  Niagara,  by  the  .\ineri- 
forces  under  Major  General  Brown,  and 


Brigadiers  Scott  and  Gaines,  have  gained  Fur 
these  lieroes,  and  their  einnlatingconipanioiu, 
the  most  unfading  laurels ;  and  having  triinn- 
phaiitly  tested  the  progressive  discipline  of  tlie 
American  soldiery,  have  taught  the  enemy  that 
the  longer  he  , protracts  his  hostile  efforts,  the 
more  curtain  and  decisive  will  be  bis  final  dis¬ 
comfiture. 

On  our  southern  border  victory  has  continu¬ 
ed  also  to  follow  the  American  standard. 
The  liold  and  skilful  operations  of  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Jackson,  conducting  troops  drawn  from 
tlie  militia  of  the  states  least  distant,  particu¬ 
larly  of  Tenn<‘sce,  have  subdued  the  principal 
trilies  of  hostile  savages,  and  by  cstablishiiir 
a  peace  with  tliem,  preceded  by  recent  and 
exemplary  chastisement,  has  best  guarded 
against  llic  mischief  of  their  co-operation 
with  the  Britisii  enterprises  which  may  be 
planned  against  that  quarter  of  oiir  rountry. 
important  trities  of  Indians  on  our  northwest^ 
ern  frontier  liave  also  aecetled  to  stipulations 
which  bind  them  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  consider  onr  enemy  as  theirs  also. 

Ill  the  recent  attemiit  of  the  enemy  on  the 
city  of  Baitiiiiore,  by  militia  and  volunteers, 
aided  by  a  small  body  of  regulars  and  seamen, 
he  was  received  with  a  s|>irit  which  pnidiiccd  a 
rapid  retreat  to  his  slii|)s,  whilst  a  concurrent 
attack  by  a  large  fleet  was  successfully  resisted 
by  the  steady  and  well  directed  fire  of  the 
licirt  and  batteries  opposed  to  it. 

In  another  recent  attack  by  a  powerful 
force  on  our  troops  at  Plattshnrgli,  of  which  re¬ 
gulars  made  a  part  only,  and  the  enemy,  after 
a  perseverance  for  many  liours,  was  finally 
compelled  to  seek  safety  in  a  hasty  retreat, 
with  our  gallant  bands  pi'ussing  upon  him. 

On  the  lakes,  so  much  contested  thronghoiit 
the  war,  the  great  exertions  tor  tlie  command 
made  on  our  part  have  been  well  repaid.  On 
Lake  Ontario,  our  squadron  is  now,  and  hat 
been  for  some  time,  in  condition  to  confine 
that  of  the  enemy  to  his  own  port;  and  to 
favour  the  opcratiiuis  of  our  land  forces  on 
that  ti'eiilior. 

A  part  of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie  has 
been  extended  to  Ijakc  Huron,  and  has  prodn- 
red  the  advantage  of  displaying  our  command 
on  tliat  lake  al-o.  One  object  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  the  reduction  of  Makkinaw,  wliich 
failed  with  the  loss  of  a  few  brave  men,  among 
w'lioni  was  an  officer  justly  distinguished  for 
his  gallant  exploits.  The  expedition,  ably  con¬ 
ducted  oy  liotli  tiie  land  and  naval  command¬ 
ers,  was  otherwise  highly  valuable  in  its  effects. 

On  Lake  C'lianiplaiii,  where  our  superiority 
had  for  some  time  been  undisputed,  the  Bri- 
tisii  squadron  lately  came  kitu  action,  with  the 
American,  commanded  by  Captain  M‘Do- 
nongli.  It  issued  in  the  capture  of  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  ships.  Tlie  best  praise  fir 
tills  officer  and  his  intrepid  comrades  is  in  the 
likeness  of  liis  triumph  to  the  illustrious  vic¬ 
tory,  which  immortalized  another  officer,  and 
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(Utabtished  at  a  critical  moment,  our  command 
of  another  lake. 

On  the  ocean  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms 
has  been  amply  supported.  A  second  frigate 
has  indeed  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
but  the  loss  is  hidden  in  the  bliize  of  heroism 
yrith  which  she  was  defended.  Captain  Porter, 
who  commanded  her,  ami  whose  previous  ca- 
teer  had  been  distinguished  by  daring  euter- 
prise,  and  by  fertility  of  genius,  maiutaiued  a 
sanguinary  contest  against  two  ships,  one  of 
them  superior  to  his  owu,  ami  iiiuier  other  se- 
sere  disadvantages,  till  humaiuty  tore  down 
tbe  colours  which  valour  had  nailed  to  the 
lost.  This  officer,  and  his  brave  couirailcs, 
have  added  much  to  the  rising  glory  of  the 
American  flag,  and  have  merited  all  the  cflii- 
lions  of  gratitude  which  their  country  is  ever 
ready  to  bestow  on  Uie  champions  of  its  rights 
•od  of  its  safety. 

Two  smaller  vessels  of  war  have  also  become 
prizes  to  thecnemy.butby  asuperiority  offbree 
which  sufficiently  vindicates  tlie  reputation  of 
their  connnaiiders ;  whilst  two  others  one 
cominaiided  by  Captain. Warrington,  the  other 
hy  Captain  Blakely,  have  captured  British 
ships  of  the  same  class,  with  a  gallantry  and 
good  contluet  which  entitles  them  and  their 
oompanions,  to  a  just  share  in  the  praise  of 
their  country. 

In  spite  of  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  ac¬ 
cumulated  on  our  coasts,  our  private  ci'uiscrs 
also  have  not  ceased  to  annoy  his  commerce, 
and  to  bring  their  prizes  into  our  ports  ;  con¬ 
tributing  thus,  with  other  proofs,  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  incoinpeteney  and  illegality  of  a 
blockade,  tbe  proclamation  of  which  is  made 
the  pretext  Ibr  vexing  and  disconragrng  tbe 
commerce  of  neutral  powers  with  the  United 
States. 

To  meet  the  extended  and  diversified  war- 
Ikre  adopted  by  the  enemy,  great  bodies  of 
militia  have  been  taken  into  service  for  the 
public  defence,  and  great  expenses  incurrerl. 
TJiat  the  defence  «  very  wliere  may  be  both 
more  convenient  and  more  ceonoinieal,  con¬ 
gress  will  see  tlie  necessity  of  immediate  inea- 
nres  for  tilling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army; 
and  of  enlarging  the  provision  for  special 
corps,  inonnted  aiiil  uninonnted,  to  be  enga¬ 
ged  for  longer  perimis  of  service  than  arc  due 
hOHitJie  militia.  I  earnestly  renew,  at  the  same 
time,  a  rccumiueiulatinn  of  such  changes  in 
tbe  system  of  militia,  as  by  classing  and  dis¬ 
ciplining  for  the  most  prompt  and  active  ser¬ 
vice  the  |)oi  tious  most  capable  of  it,  will  give 
to  tliat  great  resource  for  the  public  safety, 
all  the  requisite  energy  and  efficiency. 

The  iroiieys  received  into  the  treasury  du- 
tiug  the  nine  months  ending  uii  the  13th  day 
of  June  last,  amounting  to  thirty  two  millions 
of  dollars ;  of  which  eleven  millions  were  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  derived  from  loans.  The  disburse- 
meuts  for  public  expendilures  during  tbe 
•amo  perioil,  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of 


dollars,  and  l«^ft  in  the  treasury,  oh  the  first 
day  of  July,  near  five  millions  of  dollars.  The 
demands  during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year  already  authorized  by  congress,  and  the 
expenses  incident  to  an  extensiouof  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  war,  will  render  it  necessary 
that  large  sums  should  be  provided  to  meet 
them. 

From  this  view  of  the  national  afliurs,  con¬ 
gress  will  be  urged  to  take  up,  without  delay, 
as  well  the  siili^ct  of  pecuniary  supplies,  a» 
that  of  military  forc»,  and  a  scale  coinnien- 
snratc  with  the  extent  and  character  which 
the  war  has  assumed.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised, 
that  the  situation  of  our  country  calls  fur  iU 
greatest  eflurts.  Onr  enemy  is  powerful  in 
men  and  money  ;  on  the  land  and  on  the  wa¬ 
ter.  Availing  himself  of  fortuitous  advanta¬ 
ges,  he  is  aiming,  with  his  undivided  lorce,  a 
deadly  blow  at  our  growing  prosperity,  jicr- 
baps  at  our  national  existence.  He  has  avow¬ 
ed  his  purpose  of  trampling  on  the  usages  of 
civilized  warfare,  and  given  earnests  of  it,  in 
the  plunder  ami  wanton  destruction  of  private 
>  property.  In  his  pride  of  maritime  doiniuion, 
and  in  his  thirst  of  commercial  monopoly,  he 
strikes  with  peculiar  animosity  at  the  prt>- 
grt>ss  of  our  navagation  and  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures.  His  barbarous  policy  lias  not  even  spa¬ 
red  those  inoniiments  of  the  arts  and  models  of 
taste,  with  which  our  country  had  enriched 
and  embellished  its  infant  metropolis.  From 
sncli  an  adversary,  hostility  in  its  greatest 
three  and  in  its  worst  forms,  may  be  looked 
tor.  The  American  people  will  lace  it  with 
the  undaunted  spirit,  which  in  their  revolu¬ 
tionary  struggle  deleated  his  unrighteous  pro¬ 
jects.  His  threats  and  his  barbarities,  instead 
of  dismay,  w  ill  kindle  in  every  bosom  an  in- 
tlignatiuii  not  to  be  extinguished  but  in  tlie 
disaster  am!  expulsion  of  such  cruel  invaders. 
Ill  providing  the  means  necessary,  the  nation¬ 
al  legislature  will  not  distrust  the  heroic  and 
enlightened  patriotism  of  its  constituents. 
'I'hey  will  clieerlully  and  proudly  bear  every 
burden  of  every  kind,  which  the  safety  and 
honour  of  the  nation  demand.  We  have  seen 
them  every  where  paying  their  taxes,  direct 
and  indirect,  with  the  greatest  promptness 
and  alacrity.  VVe  see  them  rushing  with  en- 
tlinsiasm  to  the  scenes  where  danger  aud  duty 
call.  Ill  offering  their  blood,  they  give  Die 
surest  pledge  that  no  other  tribute  will  be 
withheld. 

Having  furebornc  to  declare  war,  until  t* 
other  aggi'essions  bad  been  added  tbe  capture 
of  nearly  a  thousand  American  vessels,  aud 
the  iiiqircssment  of  thousands  of  American 
seafaring  citizens  :  and  until  a  final  declara¬ 
tion  had  been  made  by  the  government  of 
Great-Britain,  that  her  hostile  orders  against 
onr  commerce  would  not  be  revoked,  but  oft 
conditions  as  impossible  as  unjust;  whilst  it 

I  was  known  that  these  orders  would  not  other¬ 
wise  cease,  but  with  a  war  which  lasted  near¬ 
ly  twenty  years,  and  which,  according  to  ap- 
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pearancpx  at  that  tinnc,  might  last  as  many 
more;  having  iiianit'ested  on  every  ocrjision, 
and  in  every  proper  mode,  a  sincere  desire  to 
arrest  the  ettiisiou  of  blood,  and  meet  our  ene* 
my  on  the  ground  of  justice  and  reconciliation, 
our  beloved  country  in  still  opposing  to  his 
|tcrseveriitg  hostility  all  its  energies,  witli  an 
iindiiiiinisiied  disjMisition  towards  peace  and 
ti'ieiulship  on  honourable  terms,  must  carry 
with  it  the  goo<i  wishes  of  the  impartial  world, 
and  the  best  hopes  from  the  support  of  an 
omnipotent  and  kind  Providence. 

JAMES  MADISON,  j 

tr asAin^fon,  Septetnlier  -Mk,  IK^4. 

CommUUe  of  D(  Tenre  Chamber,  Stpl.  21x(,  181i. 

CIKCULAK. 

'Fn  the  Editor  of  the  Eraminer. 

Sir — While  the  committee  of  defence  have 
been  devoted  to  the  adoption  of  iiKMSures  for 
tlie  defence  and  security  of  the  city,  against 
the  hostile  attempts  of  the  enemy  with  which 
it  is  threatened,  it  lias  atibrded  them  infinite 
satisfaction  to  tiiul  so  zealous  and  so  nnanimous 
a  co^{>cratinn  pervading  all  description  of 
citizens.  It  is  however  with  regret  they  ob¬ 
serve  occasional  publications  in  some  of  the 
public  pa[iers,  rather  calculated  to  disturb  the 
tranquillity  which  so  happily  prevails.  The 
crisis  seems  to  demand  that  party  questions 
sliould  not  be  agitated  at  present.  They  thore- 
tore  presume  to  recommend  an  entii'e  suppres¬ 
sion  of  party  discussions  in  all  future  publica¬ 
tions,  at  least,  so  long  as  the  combined  exer¬ 
tions  of  all  are  necessary  to  the  defence  and 
Ncurity  of  tJic  city. 

NICHOLAS  FISH,  Chairman. 

I  Tvas  80  mncli  surprised  at  the  con¬ 
tents  of  this  queer  “  circular,”  that  I  took 
occasion  to  inquire  how  the  coininittee  of' 
defence  came  to  issue  it;  and  I  have] 
learned  that  where  the  wortl  “  (Ksaissions''  \ 
now  apiiears,  was  originally  written  “  as- 
pcrilien^  But  at  the  instance  of  Aider- 
man  Smith,  of  the  hflli  ward,  “  discus¬ 
sions"  was  8ui.3tituted.  I  can  readily  for- 
give  the  good  nature,  which  was  thus 
taken  advantage  of,  bat  no  man  can  jus¬ 
tify  it.  As  to  the  aforesaid  alderman,  1 
give  him  great  credit  for  liis  ingenuity  in 
giving  the  circular  this  turn;  because  the 
alderman,  and  with  him  every  one  of 
those  full  blooded  party  men,  who  are  de¬ 
termined  to  support  Mr.  Madison,  fit  or 
unfit,  would  just  at  tliis  time  avoid  “  dis¬ 
cussion,”  as  much  as  a  mad  dog  would 

I 

water;  and  very  good  policy  it  is  too  for  j 
them.  Bqt  it  would  be  horrible  fur  the 


I  (>ul)Iic.  What !  Uie  adraiuislratiuu  to  aef 
as  it*  does,  and  nobody  to  call  it  to  ac- 
count !  An  Irishman  just  arrived  newly 
in  the  month  of  December  in  counliy, 
“  because  it  was  a  land  of  liberty,"  happen- 
eil  to  be  attacked  in  the  road  by  a  furious 
mastiff.  He  stooiieil  to  take  up  a  stone  he 
saw,  to  defend  himself  with  it.  But  the 
stone  was  frozen  fast.  “  By  ray  sou! 
(says  Pat)  now  is  not  this  a  swate  land  of 
liberty,  where  tlie  dogs  are  let  loose,  and 
the  stones  are  lied  fast !”  While  such  men 
as  Mr.  Madison  are  let  loose  upon  the 
coinmimity,  I  for  one,  will  uot  consent  to  be 
tied  fast.  Mr.  Madison,  and  all  those  whe 
are  determined  to  stick  by  him,  any  how, 
right  or  wrong,  would  no  doiilit  be  ve^ 
well  pleased,  if  he  and  his  inslriiments 
were  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  undisturb¬ 
ed  in  the  work  of  public  ruin  “  Keep 
this  side  up,"  is  all  their  study',  anxiety  and 
patriotism.  By  the  bye,  this  clumsy  at¬ 
tempt  to  muzzle  the  press,  reminds  me  of 
another  plenaant  story  of  another  un¬ 
lucky  emigrant  from  the  “  Etnerald  Isle” 
It  was  in  cmirt,  the  thing  happened.  He 
had  been  brouglit  up  for  sentence.  ‘‘  You 
may  remember  you  were  heretofore  in¬ 
dicted,  <£-c.  Ami  upon  your  arraignment 
you  pleail  nut  guilty ;  and  upon  being 
asked  whether  you  would  be  tried  by  God 
or  your  country,  you  choose  to  be  tried  by 
your  country ;  which  country  have  found 
you  guilty.  What  have  you  now  to  say, 
why  sentence  should  not  be  passed  upon 
you  ?  “  Poor  Pat  stood  his  ground  like  a 
man  ;  and  when  the  clerk  had  finished, 
addressed  himself  to  the  court — “  Plnse 
your  honour  !  {says  Pat)  there  has  been 
so  much  said,oae  way  and  another,  about 
this  ugly  matter,  already,  that  I  think  we 
had  better  leave  it  where  it  is,  and  drop 
!  it  altogether.”  When  Mr.  Madison  can 
have  such  a  course  pursued,  his  purpose 
will  be  answered  ;  the  country  will  be 
ruined,  and  he  will  escape  punishment, 
and  pocket  his  twenty-five  thousand  dob 
lars,  iuto  the  bargain. 


